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United Nations Charter (full text)

Preamble
WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS

DETERMINED

lo save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our

lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and

to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the
human person, in the equal nghts of men and women jand of nations large and

small, and

to establish conditions under which justice and respeci for the obligations arising

from treaties and other sources of infemational law can

be maintained, and

to promaote social progress and betler standards of lifein larger freedom,

AND FOR THESE ENDS

to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one ancother as good

neighbours, and

to unite our strength 1o maintain international peace and security, and

io ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institubon of methods, that
armed force shall not be used, save in the common inferest, and

to employ intemational machinery for the promotion ofjthe economic and social

advancement of all peoples,

HAVE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS TO ACCOMPLISH

THESE AIMS.

Accordingly, our respective Governments, through replesentatives assembled in
the city of San Francisco, who have exhibited their full powers found io be in good

and due form, have agreed to the present Charier of
hereby establish an international organization to be kn

Chapter I: Purposes and Principles

Article 1
The Purposes of the United Nations are:

1. To maintain international peace and securily, and

United Nations and do
wn as the United Nations.

to that end: to take

effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats Lo
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the peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches
of the peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with
the principles of justice and intemational law, adjustment or settlement of
International disputes or situations which might l¢ad to a breach of the
peace;

2. To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the
principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to lake other
appropriate measures to strengthen universal pgace;

3. To achieve international co-operation in solving inlernational problems of
an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promating
and encouraging respect for human rights and fdr fundamental freedoms
for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion; and

4. To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nafons in the attainment of
these commeon ends.

Article 2

The Organization and its Members, in pursuit of the Purposes stated in Article 1,
ghall act in accordance with the following Principles.

1. The Organization is based on the principle of the{sovereign equality of all
its Members.

2. All Members, in arder to ensure to all of them tha rights and benefits
resulting from membership, shall fulfill in good faith the obligations
assumed by them in accordance with the presen] Charter.

3. All Members shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in
such a manner that international peace and secunty, and justice, are nol
endangered.

4. All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or
use of force against the territorial integrity or poliical independence of any
slate, or in any other manner inconsistent with thg Purposes of the United
MNations.

5. All Members shall give the United Nations every gssistance in any action it
takes in accordance with the present Charter, ang shall refrain from giving
assistance to any state against which the Uniled MNalions is taking
preventive or enforcemeant action,

6. The Organization shall ensure that states which are not Members of the
United Nations act in accordance with these Printiples so far as may be
necessary for the maintenance of international paace and security.

7. MNothing contained in the present Charler shall authorize the United Mations
to intervene in matters which are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction
of any siate or shall require the Members to submit such matters o
seltlement under the present Charter; but this principle shall not prejudice
the application of enforcement measures under Ghapter VIl

Chapter lI: Membership
Article 3




The onginal Members of the United Nations shall be t
participated in the United Nations Conference on Inte

Paje 3 rom RE-

states which, having
tional Organization at

San Francisco, or having previously signed the Declafation by United Nations of 1

January 1942, sign the present Charter and ratify it in

Article 4

1. Membership in the United Nations is open to all ¢

which accepl the obligations contained in the pr

accordance with Article 110,

ther peace-loving stales
nt Charler and, in the

a
judgment of the Organization, are able and willinmﬂ carry out these

obligations.

The admission of any such state to membership
be effected by a decision of the General Assemb
recommendation of the Security Council.

Article 5

A Member of the United Nations against which preve
has been taken by the Security Council may be sus

the rights and privileges of membership by the Gene
recommendation of the Security Council. The exerciss
privileges may be restored by the Security Council,

Article 6
A Member of the United Nations which has persistent|

contained in the present Charter may be expaelled from
General Assembly upon the recommendation of the 5

Chapter lll: Organs
Article 7

1. There are established as principal organs of the L

n the United Nations will
v upon the

ive or enforcement action
ded from the exercise of
| Assembly upon the

of these rights and

) violated the Principles
the Organization by the
Ecurty Council,

Inited Nations: a General

Assembly, a Security Council, an Economic an

ocial Council, a

s
Trusteeship Council, an International Court of Jﬁic& and a Secretanat,
2. Buch subsidiary organs as may be found necessary may be established in

accordance with the present Charter.

Article 8

The United Nations shall place no restnctions on the efigibility of men and women

to participate in any capacity and under conditions of &
subsidiary organs.

Chapter IV: The General Assembly

COMPOSITION

fuality in its prncipal and
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Article 9

1. The General Assembly shall consist of all the Mambers of the United

Nations.
2. Each Member shall have not more than five reprgsentatives in the General

Assembly.
FUNCTIONS AND POWERS
Article 10

The Ganeral Assembly may discuss any guestions orjany matters within the
scope of the present Charter or relating to the powers|and functions of any organs
provided for in the present Charter, and, except as provided in Article 12, may
make recommendations to the Members of the Uniteq Nations or 1o the Security
Council or to both on any such questions or matiers.

Article 11

1. The General Assembly may consider the gener}pﬁndples of co-operation

in the maintenance of international peace and segurily, including the
principles governing disarmament and the regulaion of armaments, and
may make recommendations with regard fo such|principles to the Members
or to the Security Council or to both
2. The General Assembly may discuss any questions relating fo the
maintenance of international peace and security brought before i by any
Member of the United Nations, or by the Security] Council, or by a state
which is not 8 Member of the United Nations in agcordance with Article 35,
paragraph 2, and, excepl as provided in Article 12, may make
recommendations with regard to any such questions to the slate or states
concemned or to the Security Council or to both. Any such question on
which action is necessary shall be referred to the|Security Council by the
General Assembly either bafore or after discussign.
3. The General Assembly may call the attention of the Secunty Council to
situations which are likely to endanger international peace and security.
4. The powers of the General Assembly set forth in this Article shall not limit
the general scope of Arlicle 10.

Article 12

1. While the Security Council is exercising in respedt of any dispute or
situation the functions assigned to it in the present Charter, the General
Assembly shall not make any recommaendation with regard to that dispute
or situation uniess the Security Council 5o requests.

2. The Secretary-General, with the consent of the Sgcurity Council, shall
notify the General Assembly at each session of ahy matiers relative to the
maintenance of international peace and security which are being dealt with
by the Security Council and shall similarly notify the General Assembly, or
the Members of the United Nations if the GenerallAssembly is not in
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session, immedialely the Security Council cease
matiers.

Article 13

Pegies & £romn Q7

to deal with such

1. The General Assembly shall initiate studies and ake recommendations for

the purpose of:
1. promoting International co-operation in mj
ancouraging the progressive developmen
codification:
promoting international co-operation in the

political field and
of international law and its

economic, social, cultural,

educational, and health fields, and assisting in the realization of

human rights and fundamental freedoms f

to race, sex, language, or refigion,

2. The further responsibilities, functions and powersg
with respect to matlers mentioned in paragraph 1
Chapters |1X and X.

Article 14

Subject to the provisions of Article 12, the General
measures for the peaceful adjustment of any situation

br all without distinction as

of the General Assembly
{b) above are sel forth in

mbly may recommend
regardiess of angin, which

it deems likely to impair the general welfare or frendly relations among nations,

including situations resulting from a violation of the

The General Assembly shall receive and conside
reporls from the Securty Coundil; these reporis
the measures that the Security Councll has decid
maintain international peace and security.

. The General Assembly shall receive and conside
organs of the United Nations.

Article 16

The General Assembly shall perform such functions w
intermational trusteeship system as are assigned to it u

isions of the present
Uniled Nations

annual and special
all include an account of
d upon or taken fo

[ reports from the other

th respect o the
nder Chapters Xl and X1,

including the approval of the trusteeship agreements fgr areas not designated as

strateqgic.
Article 17
1. The General Assembly shall consider and approv
Organization.

The expenses of the Organization shall be borme
apportioned by the General Assembly

8

B the budget of the

by the Members as




. The General Assembly shall consider and appri
budgetary arrangements with specialized agenc
and shall examine the administrative budgets of

Paye & Lrom AL

pve any fimancial and
ies referred to in Article 57

such specialized agencies

with & view to making recommendations to the dgencies concemed,

VOTING
Article 18

¥
2,

Each member of the General Assembly shall ha
Decisions of the General Assembly on importan
by a two-thirds majority of the members present

e ane vole.

questions shall be made
and voting, These

questions shall include: recommendations with respect to the maintenance

of international peace and security, the election
members of the Security Council, the election of
Economic and Social Council, the election of m

pf the non-permanent

the members of the
bers of the Trusteeship

Council in accordance with paragraph 1 (c) of Article 86, the admission of
new Members to the United Nations, the suspenkion of the rights and
privileges of membership, the expulsion of Members, questions relating o
the operation of the trusteeship system, and bu etary questions.

. Decisions on other questions, including the deta

'mination of additional

categories of questions to be decided by a two-thirds majority, shall be

made by a majority of the members present and

Article 19

A Member of the United Nations which is in arears in
contributions to the Organization shall have no vete in

voling,

the payment of its financial
the General Assembly if

the amount of its armears egquals or exceeds the amo
from it for the preceding two full years, The General
permit such a Member to vote if it is satisfied that the
conditions beyond the control of the Member.

PROCEDURE
Article 20

The General Assembly shall meet in regular annual
sessions as occasion may require. Special sessions

t of the contributions due
sembly may, nevertheless,
ilure lo pay is due to

ions and in such special

gEFIJ be convoked by the
Secretary-General at the request of the Security Coungil or of a majority of the

Members of the Uniled Nations.

Article 21

The General Assembly shall adopt ils own rules of prod

President for each session,

Article 22

tedure, It shall elect its




Article 23

1.

3. Each member of the Security Council shall have
FUNCTIONS AND POWERS
Article 24

1.

The General Assembly may establish such subsidian
necessary for the performance of ils functions.

Chapter V: The Security Council
COMPOSITION

. The non-permanent members of the Security Col

 OFgans as it deems

The Security Council shall consist of fifteen Members of the United Nations.
The Republic of China, France, the Union of Soiet Socialist Republics, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irdland, and the United
States of America shall be permanent members pf the Security Council,
The General Assembly shall elect ten other Menibers of the United Nations

to be non-permanent members of the Security C
specially paid, in the first instance to the contribugi
United Nations o the maintenance of internation
to the other purposes of the Organization, and al
geographical distribution.

uncil, due regard being
on of Members of the

| peace and security and
o fo equitable

ncil shall be elected for a

term of two years, In the first election of the non-permanent members after
the increase of the membership of the Security Qouncil from eleven to
fifteen, two of the four additional members shall Be chosen for a term of one
year, A retiring member shall not be eligible for immediate re-election.

In order to ensure prompt and effective action by
Members confer en the Security Council primary
maintenance of international peace and security,
out its duties under this responsibility the Securit
behalf.

Dne representative.

e United Nations, its
sponsibility for the

nd agree that in carrying
Council acts an theair

2. In discharging these duties the Security Council shall act in accordance
with the Purposes and Principles of the United Nations, The specific
powers granted to the Security Council for the discharge of these duties are
laid down in Chapters V1, VI, VIll, and X1,

3. The Security Council shall submit annual and, ann necessary, special
reports lo the General Assembly for its consideration.

Article 25

The Members of the United Nations agree lo accepl agd carry out the decisions

of the Security Council in accordance with the present

Article 26

Charter




In arder to promote the establishment and maintena
and security with the keast diversion for armaments

F"{?c:? & Lrom AL

of international peace
the world's human and

economic resources, the Security Council shall be regponsible for formulating,
with the assistance of the Military Staff Commitiee med o in Article 47, plans

lo be submitted to the Members of the United Nati
system for the regulation of armaments

VOTING
Adrticle 27

1. Each member of the Security Council shall have

for the establishment of a

one volte,

2. Decisions of the Security Council on procedural atters shall be made by

an affirmative vote of nine members.
Decisions of the Security Council on all other ma
affirmative vote of nine members including the
permanent members; provided that, in decisions

3.

under paragraph 3 of Arlicle 52, a party to a disp

voling.
PROCEDURE
Article 28

ers shall be made by an
ncurring votes of the
under Chapter VI, and
Lte shall abslain from

The Security Council shall be so organized as lo
continuously. Each member of the Security Co

.1

The Security Council shall hold periodic meeting

members may, if it so desires, be represented by

be able to funclion
Il shall for this purpose

u
be represented at all limes al the seat of the Drg?nl-zaliun.

at which each of its
a member of the

government or by some other specially designated representative,

The Security Council may hold meetings at such
of the Organization as in its judgment will best fa

Article 29

blaces other than the seat

dilitate its work,

The Security Council may establish such subsidiary orjans as it deems

necessary for the performance of its functions.

Article 30

The Security Council shall adopt its own rules of procefiure, including the method

of selecting its President,

Article 31

Any Member of the Uniled Nations which is not a mem

may participate, withoul vole_ in the discussion of any
Securily Council whenever the lalter considers that th
are specially affected.

rof the Security Council
ueshon brought before the

elinterests of thal Member




Article 32

Any Member of the United Nations which is nol a m

ber of the Security Council

m
or any siate which is not a Member of the United N;Ih:ns, ifitis a party to a

dispute under consideration by the Security Council,
without vote, in the discussion relating to the dispute
lay down such conditions as it deems just for the par]
not a Member of the United Nations.

shall be inviled to participate,
The Security Council shall
icipation of a state which is

Chapter VI: Pacific Settlement of Disputes

Article 33

1. The parties to any dispute, the continuance of wi

hich is likely to endanger

the maintenance of international peace and secwrity, shall, first of all, seek

a solution by negofiation, enquiry, mediation, co

judicial settlement, resort lo regional agencies ol

peaceful means of their own choice.

2. The Security Council shall, when it deems neced

o settle their dispute by such means.

Article 34

hciliation, arbitration,
arrangements, or other

sary, call upon the parties

The Security Council may investigate any dispute, o

v situation which might

lead to intemational friction or give rise to a dispute, in order lo determine whether

the continuance of the dispute or situation is likely to
of intemational peace and security.

Article 35

1. Any Member of the United Nations may bring an

of the nature referred to in Article 34, to the aten

or of the General Assembly.
. A state which is not a Member of the United Nati

attention of the Security Council or of the Genera

which it is a party if it accepts in advance, for th
the obligations of pacific settlement provided
The proceedings of the General Assembi
its attention under this Article will be subject ta t
and 12.

Article 36

int

r’fn
ndanger the maintenance

dispute, or any situation
ion of the Security Councll

¥

i

Ins may bring to the
Assembly any dispute to

@ purposes of the dispute,

present Charter.

¥ in respgect of matters brought to

provisions of Articles 11

1. The Security Council may, at any slage of a dispuie of the nature referred

lo in Article 33 or of a situation of like nature. ree
procedures or methods of adjustment,

2. The Security Council should take into considerati
settlement of the dispute which have already beer

mend appropriate

n any procedures for the
adopted by the parlies.

F{I@?ﬁsﬂ From L¥



3. In making recommendations under this Article the
also take into consideration that legal disputes s
referred by the parties to the International Court
with the provisions of the Statute of the Court

Article 37

1. Should the parties o a dispule of the nature refer
sefile it by the means indicated in that Aricle, the
Security Council.

If the Security Council deems thal the continuan

shall decide whether to take action under Article 3
terms of settlement as it may consider approprial

Article 38

Without prejudice to the provisions of Articles 33 o 37

i

C
likely to endanger the maintenance of Inturnati-nnﬁ

1L AL

Security Council should
uld as a general rule be
Justice in accordance

fed 10 in Article 33 fail to
i shall refer if to the

of the dispute is in fact
peace and security, it
LG or o recommend such

Fi

the Security Council may,

if all the parties to any dispute so requesl, make recommendations to the parties

with a view to a pacific settlement of the dispute.

Chapter VII: Action with Respect to Threats to the

Peace, Breaches of the Peace, anc
Aggression

Article 39

Acts of

The Security Council shall determine the existence of
breach of the peace, or act of aggression and shall m
decide what measures shall be taken in accordance
maintain or restore intemational peace and securily.

Article 40

In order lo prevent an aggravation of the situation, the
before making the recommendations or deciding upon

any threal to the peace,
ke recommendalions, or
th Articles 41 and 42, {o

Security Council may,
the measures provided for

in Arficle 39, call upon the parties concemed to compl

with such provisional

measures as it deems necessary or desirable. Such provisional measures shall

be without prejudice to the rights, claims, or position
Security Council shall duly take account of failure 1o
MEasures,

Article 41

the padies concemed, The
mply with such provisional

nvolving the use of armed

The Securily Council may deckde whal measures not
force are to be emploved to give effect to its decisions
Members of the Uniled Nations to apply such measu

and it may call upon the
. These may include

complete or partial interruption of economic relations gnd of rail, sea. air, postal,

L Sy =
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lelegraphic, radio, and other means of communication
diplomatic relaions.

Article 42

Should the Secunty Council consider that measures

fage= 1) Feorm At

., ard the severance of

wded for in Aricle 41

would be inadeguate or have proved to be inadequate, it may take such action by
air, =ea, or land forces as may be necessary to mamntain or restore intemational

peace and securily. Such action may include demons
operations by air, sea, or land forces of Members of th

Article 43

1. All Members of the United Nations, in order to co
maintenance of international peace and security,

rations, blockade. and other
& United MNations.

hitribute to the

undertake to make

available to the Security Council, on its call and i accordance with a

special agreement or agreements, armed forces,
including rights of passage, necessary for the pu
international peace and security.

.. Such agreement or agreements shall govern the

assistance, and facilities,
pose of maintaining

numbers and types of

forces, their degree of readiness and general locgtion, and the nature of the

facilities and assistance to be provided,

The agreement or agreements shall be negotiatefd as soon as possible on

the initiative of the Securty Council. They shall be concluded between the

sacurity Council and Members or between the S
of Members and shall be subject to ratification by
accordance with their respective constitutional pr

Article 44

E:urlhr Council and groups

the signaftory stales in
NCESSES,

When the Security Council has decided to use force it
Member not represented on it o provide armed force
obligations assumed under Article 43, invite that Me
desires, 10 participate in the decisions of the Security
employment of contingents of that Member's armed f

Article 45

In order to enable the United Nations (o take urgent m
shall hold immediately available national air-force cont
international enforcement action. The strength and
contingents and plans for their combined action shall
limits laid down in the special agreement or agreemen
by the Security Council with the assistance of the Mili

Article 46

Flans for the application of armed force shall be made
with the assistance of the Military Staff Committee

all, before calling upon &
in fulfilment of the

ar, if the Member so

uncil concerning the

CES.

ftary measures, Members
gents for combined

ree of readiness of these

e determined within the

5 referred to in Aricle 43,

ry Staff Committea.

[y the Secunty Council




Article 47
1.

Poge 12 Fon 43

There shall be established a Military Staff Comnjittee to advise and assist

the Securily Council on all questions relating to fhe Security Council's
military requirements for the maintenance of intgrnational peace and

security, the employment and command of forc

placed at its disposal, the

regulation of armaments, and possible disarmanpent.

The Military Staff Committee shall consist of the

hiefs of Staff of the

permanent members of the Security Council or their representatives. Any
Member of the United Nations nol permanently represented on the
Committee shall be invited by the Commitles to be associated with it when
the efficient discharge of the Committee’s responsibilities requires the

participation of that Member in its work,

- The Military Staff Commitiee shall be responsiblg under the Security

Council for the strategic direction of any armed férces placed at the

disposal of the Security Council. Questions relati
such forces shall be worked out subsequently.
The Military Staff Committee, with the authoriza
and after consultation with appropriate regional
regional sub-committees.

Article 48

- The action required to carry out the decisions of
maintenance of international peace and security
Members of the United Nations or by some of th
may determine,

. Such decisions shall be carried out by the Memb
directly and through their action in the appropriat
which they are members,

Article 49

The Members of the United Nations shall join in afford
carrying out the measures decided upon by the Secu

Article 50

g to the command of

EEH of the Security Council

encies, may eslablish

& Security Council for the

h
E1ah|:-:|ll be taken by all the
m, as the Security Council

rs of the United Nations
international agencies of

miulual assistance in
Council,

If preventive or enforcernent measures against any state are taken by the

Security Council, any other state, whether a Member g
which finds itself confronted with special economic pro
carying out of those measures shall have the right fo o
with regard 10 a solution of those problems.

Article 51

Mothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent
collective seif-defence if an armed attack occurs again
Mabons, until the Security Council has taken measure

f the United Nations or not,
plems arising from the
onsult the Securty Council

right of individual or
t a Member of the United
necessary to maintain
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intermnationsl peace and security. Measures taken by|Members In the exercise of
thiz right of self-defence shall be immediately rep to the Security Council and
shall not in any way affect the authority and responsibility of the security Coundil
under the present Charter to take at any time such agtion as it deems necessary
m order to maintain or restore international peace ang security.

Chapter VIII: Regional Arrangements
Article 52

1. Mothing in the present Charter precludes the exigtence of regional
arrangemants or agencies for dealing with such matters relating to the
maintenance of international peace and security|as are appropriate for
regional action provided that such arrangements| or agencies and their
activities are consistent with the Purposes and inciples of the United
MNations.

2. The Members of the United Nations entering intd such arrangemenis or
constituting such agencies shall make every effort lo achieve pacific
settlement of local disputes through such regiondl arra ngements or by such
regional agencies before referring them to the Security Council,

3. The Security Council shall encourage the development of pacific settlement
of local disputes through such regional arrangemients or by such regional
agencies either on the initiative of the states congerned or by reference
from the Security Council.

4. This Article in no way impairs the application of Articles 34 and 35

Article 53

1. The Security Council shall, where appropriate, utlize such regional
amangements or agencies for enforcement action under its authority. But
no enforcement action shall be taken under regiohal arrangements or by
regional agencies withoul the authorization of the Security Council, with the
exception of measures against any enemy state, ps defined in paragraph 2
of this Article, provided for pursuant to Article 107 or in regional
arrangements direcled against renewal of aggressive policy on the part of
any such state, until such time as the Organizatioh may, on request of the
Governments concerned, be charged with the re onsibility for preventing
further aggression by such a state.

2. The term enemy state as used in paragraph 1 of this Article applies to any
state which during the Second World War has begn an enemy of any
signalory of the present Charter.

Article 54

The Security Council shall at all times be kept fully inf d of activities
undertaken or in contermnplation under regional arrangements or by regional
agencies for the maintenance of intermational peace and securily.
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Chapter IX: International Economic and Social

Cooperation
Article 55

With a view to the creation of conditions of stability an
necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among r

d well-being which are
abons based on respect for

the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, the United Nations

shall promote:

1. higher standards of living, full employment, and gonditions of economic and

social progress and development:

2. solutions of international economic, social, health), and related problems:
and international cultural and educational coopedation: and

3. universal respect for, and observance of, human
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sej

Article 56

rights and fundamental
t, language, or religion.

All Members pledge themselves to take joint and sepgrate action in co-operation

with the Organization for the achievement of the purpg
Article 57

ses set forth in Article 55.

1. The various specialized agencies, established by

basic instruments, in economic, social, culiural,

intergovernmental

ucational, health, and

agreement and having wide international respﬂn%bflilieﬁ. as defined in their

related fields, shall be brought into relationship w
accordance with the provisions of Article 83.
2. Such agencies thus brought into relationship with
hereinafter referred to as specialized agencies,

Article 58

The Organization shall make recommendations for the
policies and activities of the specialized agencies.

Article 59

h the United Nations in

the United Nations are

co-ordination of (he

The Organizaticn shall, where appropriale, initiate neggtiations among the states
concemed for the creation of any new specialized agerjcies required for the

accomplishment of the purposes set forth in Article 55

Article 60

Responsibility for the discharge of the functions of the Qrganization set forth in
this Chapter shall be vested in the General Assembly ahd, under the authority of
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the General Assembly, in the Economic and Social Councll, which shall have for
this purpose the powers set forth in Chapter X,

Chapter X: The Economic and Social Council
COMPOSITION
Article 61

1. The Econemic and Sacial Council shall consist f fifty-four Members of the
United Nations elected by the General Assembily.
Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3, eightesn members of the
Economic and Social Council shall be elected each year for a term of three
years. A retinng member shall be eligible for immediate re-election,

At the first election after the increase in the me bership of the Economic
and Social Council from twenty-seven to fifty-fo members, in addition to
the members elected in place of the nine membars whose term of office
expires at the end of that year, twenty-seven additional members shall be
elected. Of these twenty-seven additional membkrs, the term of office of
nine members so elected shall expire at the end lof one year, and of nina
other members at the end of two years, in accordance with arra ngements
made by the General Assembly.
Each member of the Economic and Soclal Coungil shall have one
represenlative.

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS
Article 62

P

1. The Economic and Social Council may make or ifitiate studies and reports
with respect to intemational economic, social, culrural. educational, health,
and related matters and may make recommeandations with respect to any
such matlers to the General Assembly to the Merhbers of the United
MNalions, and fo the specialized agencies concernpd.

2. It may make recommendations for the purpose of promoting respect for,
and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all.
3. It may prepare draft conventions for submission t¢ the General Assembly,
with respect to matters falling within its competencge.
4. It may call, in accordance with the rules prescribef by the United Nations,
international conferances on matters falling within|its competence.
Article 63

1. The Economic and Social Council may enter into greements with any of
the agencies referred to in Article 57, defining the lerms on which the

agency concerned shall be brought into relations
Malions. Such agreements shall be subject to app
Assembly.

p with the United
foval by the General
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2. It may co-ordinate the activities of the specializdd agencies through
consultation with and recommendations to such|agencies and through
recommendations to the General Assembly and|to the Members of the
United Nations.

Article 64

1. The Economic and Social Council may take appfopriate steps to obtain
regular reports from the specialized agencies, It may make arrangements
with the Members of the United Nations and witH the specialized agencies
lo obtain reports on the steps taken to give effect to its own
recommendations and to recommendations on ratters falling within its
competence made by the General Assembly.

2, It may communicate its observations on these reporis 1o the General
Assembly.

Article 65

The Economic and Social Council may fumish information to the Security Council
and shall assist the Security Council upon its request.

Article 66

1. The Economic and Social Council shall perform ﬂuch functions as fall within
its compelence in connection with the carrying oUt of the recommendations
of the General Assembly.

2. It may. with the approval of the General Assembly, perform services at the
request of Members of the United Mations and at|the request of specialized
agencies.

3. It shall perform such other functions as are specified elsewhere in the
present Charter or as may be assigned to it by the General Assembly,

VOTING
Article 67

1. Each member of the Economic and Social Councll shall have one voie.
2. Decisions of the Economic and Social Council shall be made by a majority
of the members present and voting.

PROCEDURE
Article 68

The Economic and Social Council shall set up commissions in economic and
social fields and for the promotion of human rights, and|such other commissions

as may be required for the performance of its functions

Article 69
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mber of the United Nations
matler of parficular concarn

The Economic and Social Council shall invite any
to participate, without vole, in its deliberations on an
to that Member,

Article 70

The Economic and Social Council may make arangdments for representatives of
the specialized agencies lo participate, without vote, I its deliberations and in
those of the commissions eslablished by it, and far itg representatives to
participate in the deliberations of the specialized agences.

Article 71

The Economic and Social Council may make suitabld arrangements for

consultation with non-governmental organizations which are concemed with
matlers within its competence. Such arrangements i
international organizations and, where appropriate,
after consultation with the Member of the United Nati

Article 72

The Economic and Social Council shall adopt its lown rules of procedure,
including the method of selecting its President.
The Economic and Social Council shall meet as
with its rules, which shall include provision for th
the request of a majority of its members.

Chapter XI: Declaration Regarding Non-Self-
Governing Territories

Article 73

Members of the Uniled Nations which have or assume responsibilities for the
administration of territories whose peoples have not yell attained a full measure of
self-govemment recognize the principle that the interests of the inhabitants of
hese teritories are paramount, and accept as a sacret rust the obligation to
promote to the utmost, within the system of intemationgl peace and security
eslablished by the present Charter, the wall-being of the inhabitants of these
terntories, and, to this end:

1.

Z Je:;-uirad in accordance

convening of meetings on

1. 1o ensure, with due respect for the culture of the peoples concerned, their
political, economic, social, and educational advankement, their just
treatmenl, and their prolection against abuses:
to develop self-government, o take due account

the political aspirations

3. to further international peace and sacurity;

of the peoples, and to assist them in the progress
free palitical institutions, according to the particul
territory and its peoples and their varying slages

2 development of their
circumsiances of each
advancement;
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4. o promote constructive measures of development, to encourage research,
and to co-operate with one another and, when gnd where appropriate, with
specialized international bodies with a view to the practical achievement of
the social, economic, and scientific purposes set forth in this Article: and

5. to transmit regularly to the Secretary-General fof information purposes,
subject to such limitation as security and constititional considerations may
require, statistical and other information of a technical nature relating lo
economic, social, and educational conditions in {he territories for which they
are respectively responsible other than those tefritories to which Chaplers
Xl and Xl apply.

Article T4

Members of the United Nations also agree that their ficy in respect of the
terntories to which this Chapter applies, ne less than respect of their
metropolitan areas, mus! be based on the general prificiple of good-
neighbourliness, due account being taken of the interests and well-being of the
rest of the world, in social, economic, and commercial matters.

Chapter XII: International Trusteeship System
Article 75

The United Nations shall establish under its authority an intemational trusteeship

system for the administration and supervision of such ferritories as may be placed
thereunder by subsequent individual agreements, T territories are hereinafter
referred to as trus! termitonies,

Article 76

The basic objectives of the trusteeship system, in accgrdance with the Purposes
of the United Nations laid down in Article 1 of the presgnt Charter, shall be:

1. to further international peace and security:
2. to promote the political, economic, social, and edicational advancement of
the inhabitants of the trust territories, and thair progressive development
towards self-government or independence as may be appropriate to the
particular circumstances of each teritory and its Jeoples and the freely
expressed wishes of the peoples concerned, and ps may be provided by

the terms of each trusteeship agreement:

3. to encourage respect for human rights and for funflamental freedoms for all
without dislinction as lo race, sex, language, or re igicn, and to encourage
recognition of the interdependence of the peoples|of the world: and

4. to ensure equal treatment in social, economic, ang commercial matters for
all Members of the Uniled Nations and their natiorjals, and also equal
treatment for the latter in the administration of justjce, without prejudice to
the attainment of the foregoing objectives and subject to the provisions of
Article B0




Article 77

1. The trusteeship system shall apply to such terit
categories as may be placed thereunder by meg
agreaments:

1. territories now held under mandate:

Ores

in the following
ns of trusteeship

2. territories which may be detached from emnemy states as a resull of

the Second Word War: and
3. termritories voluntarily placed under the syS
for their administration.

tem by states responsible

It will be a matter for subsequent agreement as
foregoing calegories will be brought under the tr
what terms,

Article 78

which territories in the
steeship system and upon

The trusteeship system shall not apply to territories wihich have become Members

of the United Nations, relationship among which shall
principle of sovereign equality.

Article 79

The terms of trusteaship for each termtory to be placed

be based on respect for the

under the trusteeship

system, including any alteration or amendment, sh

all
states direclly concerned, including the mandatory ;;EE

held under mandate by a Member of the United Nati
as provided for in Articles 83 and 85.

Article 80

agreed upon by the
rin the case of lermtories
. and shall be approved

1. Except as may be agreed upon in individuzal trustdeship agreements, made

under Articles 77, 79, and 81, placing each territo
system, and until such agreements have been cod

Chapter shall be construed in or of itself to alter i

whalsoever of any states or any peoples or the te
international instruments to which Members of th

respectively be parties,

Paragraph 1 of this Article shall not be interprete
delay or postponement of the negotiation and co
placing mandated and other teritories under the
provided for in Article 77,

Article 81

The trusteeship agreement shall in each case include

[y under the trusteeship
cluded, nothing in this

nfany manner the rights

sms of existing

el United Nations may

8 giving grounds for
usion of agreements for
sleeship system as

.

the terms under which the

brust terrtory will be administered and designate the aut

portty which will exercise

the administration of the trust teritory. Such authority, h
administering authority, may be one or more states or t

reinafler called the
& Urganization ilself,
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Article 82
There may be designated, in any trusteeship agreement, a strategic area or areas

which may inciude part or all of the trust territory to which the agreement applies,
withaut prejudice to any special agreement or agreerhents made under Article 43,

Article 83

1. All functions of the United Nations relaling to strategic areas, including the
approval of the terms of the rusleeship agreemgnts and of their alteration
or amendment shall be exercised by the Security Council,

2. The basic objectives set forth in Article 76 shall He applicable to the people
of each strategic area,

3. The Security Council shall, subject to the provisigns of the trusteeship
agreements and withou! prejudice lo security considerations, avail itself of
the assistance of the Trusteeship Council to pertbrm those funclions of the
United Nations under the trusteeship system relgling to political, economic,
social, and educational matters in the stralegic afeas.

Article 84

It shall be the duty of the administering authority to ensure that the trust territory
shall play its part in the maintenance of intemational peace and security. To this
end the administering authority may make use of volufiteer forces, facilities, and
assistance from the trust teritory in carrying oul the objligations towards the
Security Coundil undertaken in this regard by the administering authority, as well
as for local defence and the maintenance of law and obder within the trust
territory,

Article 85

1. The functions of the United Nations with regard oy trusteeship agreements
for all areas not designated as strategic, including the approval of the terms
of the trusteeship agreements and of their alteratipn or amendment, shall
be exercised by the General Assembly.

2. The Trusteeship Council, operating under the aut
Assembly shall assist the General Assembly in ca

Chapter XIll: The Trusteeship Council

COMPOSITION
Article 86

1. The Trusteaship Council shall consist of the following Members of the
United Nations:
1. those Members administering trust 1erri’rﬂrir.:if;
2. such of those Members mentioned by name in Article 23 as are not
administering trust lemitories: and

ity of the General
ing out these functions.
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3. as many other Members elected for thred-year terms by the General
Assembly as may be necessary to ensure that the tolal number of
members of the Trusteeship Council is equally divided between
those Members of the United Mations which administer trust
terntories and those which do not.

2, Each member of the Trusteeship Council shall designate one specially
qualified person to represent it therain

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS
Article 87

The General Assembly and, under its authority, the Tiusteeship Council, in
camying out their functions, may:

1. consider reports submitted by the administering Erluthc:rity;

2. accept petitions and examine them in consultation with the administering
authority,

3. provide for periodic visits to the respective trust territories at times agreed
upan with the administering authority; and

4. take these and other actions in conformity with tHe terms of the trusteeship
agreemenis,

Article 88

e on the political,
inhabitants of each trust
rmitory within the

nual repor to the General

The Trusteeship Council shall formulate a questionnal
economic, social, and educational advancement of
terntory, and the administering autharity for each trust
compelence of the General Assembly shall make an
Assembly upon the basis of such questionnaire.

VOTING
Article 89

1. Each member of the Trusteeship Council shall halve one vote,
2. Decisions of the Trusteeship Council shall be made by a majority of the
members present and voting

PROCEDURE
Article 90

1. The Trusteeship Council shall adopt its own rules lof procedure, Including
the method of selecting its President

Z. The Trusteeship Council shall meet as required inlaccordance with its
rules. which shall include provision for the conven|ng of meetings on the
request of a majority of iis members.




Article 91

The Trusteeship Council shall, when appropnate, av
the Economic and Social Council and of the specializ
matters with which they are respectively concemed.
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i itself of the assistance of

agencies in regard to

Chapter XIV: The International Court of Justice

Article 92

The Intemational Court of Justice shall be the princip
Nations. It shall function in accordance with the anne
upan the Statute of the Permanent Court of Internatio
integral part of the present Charter.

Article 93

1. All Members of the United Nations are ipso facto
the International Court of Justice.

A state which is not a Member of the United Nati
the Statute of the Intemational Court of Justice o
determined in each case by the General Assemb
recommendation of the Security Council,

Article 94

2.

1. Each Member of the United Nations undertakeas |
of the International Court of Jusiice in any case td
2,

Statute, which is based
| Justice and forms an

E:Jdic:-ia! organ of the United

parties to the Statute of

ns may become a parly to
canditions to be
¥ upon the

p comply with the decision
which it is a party,

It any party to a case fails to perform the obligatio
under a judgment rendered by the Cour, the oth
recourse to the Security Council, which may, if it
recommendations or decide upon measuras to b
judgmen.

Article 95

Mothing in the present Charter shall prevent Members

ns incumbent upon it
party may have

-
Emms necassary, make

taken lo give effect to the

bif the United Nations from

entrusting the solution of their differences to other tribupals by vifue of

agreements already in existence or which may be cong

Article 96

1. The General Assembly or the Security Council ma

luded in the future.

y request the

International Court of Justice to give an advisory dpinion on any legal

question.
. Other organs of the United Nations and specializ
any time be so authorized by the General Assem

=

agencies, which may at

tiljy, may also requesl

advisory opinions of the Court on legal questions grising within the scope of

their activities.




Chapter XV: The Secretariat
Article 97

The Secretariat shall compnise a Secretary-General
Organization may require. The Secretary-General s
General Assembly upon the recommendation of the S
the chief administrative officer of the Organization.

Article 98
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such staff as the
Il be appointed by the
ecurity Council. He shall be

The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all
Assembly, of the Security Council, of the Economic a
Trusteeship Council, and shall perform such other fu
him by these organs. The Secretary-General shall ma
General Assembly on the work of the Organization.

Article 99

The Secretary-General may bring to the attention of
matler which in his apinion may threaten the mainte

and security,
Article 100

1,

In the performance of their duties the Secretary-C

meatings of the General
Social Councll, and of the

nFi:ms as are entrusted to

& an annual repor to the

Security Council any
ce of international peace

eneral and the staff shall

not seek or receive instructions from any government or from any other

authority external to the Organization. They shall
which might reflect on their position as internatio
only o the Organization.

refrain from any action
| officials responsible

£, Each Member of the United Nations undertakes t respect the exclusively
international character of the responsibilities of th Secretary-General and
the stalf and not to seek to influence them in the d ischarge of their
responsibililies.

Article 101

1. The stafi shall be appointed by the Secretary-Gengral under regulations
established by the Genearal Assembly.

2. Appropriate staffs shall be permanently assigned fo the Economic and
Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, and, as uired, to other organs
of the United Nations. These staffs shall form a part of the Secretariat.

3. The paramount consideration in the employment df the staff and in the

determination of the conditions of service shall be the necessity of securing

the highest standards of efficiency, competence,

shall be paid to the importance of recruiting the st

geographical basis as possible

d integrity, Due regard
on as wide a




Chapter XVI: Miscellaneous Provis

Article 102
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ions

1. Every treaty and every international agreement gntered into by any
Member of the United Nations after the present Charter comes into force
shall as soon as possible be registered with the Becretariat and published

by it.

£. Mo party o any such treaty or international agreament which has not been
registered in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article
may invoke that treaty or agreement before any prgan of the Unitad

Mations.
Article 103

In the event of a conflict between the obligations of 1
Mations under the present Charler and their obligatio

Members of the United
under any other

international agreement, their obligations under the present Charter shall prevail.

Article 104

The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each of|its Members such legal
capacity as may be necessary for the exercise of its functions and the fulfilment of

its purposes,
Article 105

1. The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of eagh of its Members such
privileges and immunities as are necessary for thi fulfilment of its

PUTPOSES.

Organization shall similarty enjoy such privileges pnd immunities as are

Z. Representatives of the Members of the United N}finns and officials of the

recessary for the independent exercise of their f
the Organization,

nctions in connection with

3. The General Assembly may make recommendatipns with a view lo

determining the details of the application of para

aphs 1 and 2 of this

Article or may propose conventions to the Membars of the United Nations

for this purpose.

Chapter XVII: Transitional Security
Article 106

Pending the coming into force of such special agreem
as in the opinion of the Securily Council enable il to be
responsibilities under Ardicle 42, the parties to the Fou
at Moscow, 30 October 1943, and France, shall, in a
provisions of paragraph 5 of that Declaration, consult

Arrangements

nts referred to in Article 43
in the exercise of its
Mation Declaration, signed
dance with the

ith one another and as




occasion requires with other Members of the United
joint action on behalf of the Organization as may be n
maintaining intermational peace and secunty.

Article 107

state which during the Second World War has been a

Page 25 -Goom -

tions with a view to such
cessary for the purpose of

enemy of any signatory to

Nathing in the present Charer shall invalidaie ar mECJyEdE action, in relation to any

the present Charter, taken or authorized as a result of fhat war by the

Governments having responsibility for such action,

Chapter XVIll: Amendments
Article 108

United Mations when they have been adopted by a vo

of two thirds of the

Amendments 1o the present Charler shall come in::;Ee for all Members of the

mesmbers of the General Assembly and ratified in
constitutional processes by two thirds of the Members
including all the permanent members of the Security C

Article 109

ance with their respective
of the United Mations,
pruncl.

1. A General Conference of the Members of the Uni
purpose of reviewing the present Charter may be
to be fixed by a two-thirds vote of the members o
and by a vole of any nine members of the Securit
of the United Nations shall have one vote in the

2. Any alteration of the present Charler recommend
the conference shall take effect when ratified in a
respective constitutional processes by two thirds
United Nations including all the permanent mem
Council,

3. W such a conference has not been held before th
the General Assembly following the coming into f
Charter, the proposal to call such a conference s
agenda of that session of the General Assembly,
be held if so decided by a majority vote of the me
Assembly and by a vote of any seven members o

ed Nations for the

eld al a date and place
the General Assembly
Council, Each Member
nference.

d by a two-thirds vote of
rdance with their

f the Members of the

rs of the Security

lenth annual session of
rce of the present

Il be placed on the

nd the conference shall
bers of the General
the Security Council.

Chapter XIX: Ratification and Signature

Article 110

1. The present Charter shall be ratified by the signatory states in accordance

with their respective constitutional processes.

Z. The ratifications shall be deposited with the Goverhment of the United
States of America, which shall notify all the signatgry states of each deposit




as well as the Secrelary-General of the Organization when he has been

appointed.

. The present Charter shall come into force upon
by the Republic of China, France, the Union of S
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northen
States of America, and by a majority of the othed
protocol of the ratifications deposited shall there
Government of the United States of America wh
copies thereof to all the signatory states,

. The states signatory to the present Charter whic
irte force will become original Members of the U

he deposit of ralifications
oviel Socialist Republics,
I Ireland, and the United
signatory states. A

pon be drawn up by the

h shall communicate

h rafify it after It has come
hited Mations on the date
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of the deposit of their respective rafifications.

Article 111

The present Charter, of which the Chinese, French, Russian, English, and
Spanish lexts are equally authentic, shall remain depgsited in the archives of the
Government of the United States of America. Duly cettified copies thereof shall be
transmitted by that Government to the Governments df the other signatory states.

In Faith Whereof the represeniatives of the Governmants of the United Nations
have signed the present Charter. DONE at the city of Ban Francisco the twenty-
sixth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and fo

Note on Amendments to Articles 23, 27, 61, 109

Amendments 1o Articles 23, 27 and 61 of the Charler Were adopted by the
General Assembly on 17 December 1963 and came ifto force on 31 August
1965, A further amendment lo Article 61 was adopted by the General Assembly
on 20 December 1971, and came into force on 24 Segtember 1973, An
amendment to Article 109, adopted by the General Asgembly on 20 December
1965, came into force on 12 June 1968,

The amendment to Article 23 enlarges the membership of the Security Council
from eleven to fifleen. The amended Aricle 27 provides that decisions of the
Security Council on procedural matters shall ba made by an affirmative vote of
nine members (formerly seven) and on all other matters by an affirmative vole of
nine members (formerly seven), including the concurring votes of the five
permanent members of the Security Council,

The amendment to Article 61, which entered into force
enlarged the membership of the Economic and Social
twenty-seven. The subsequent amendment to that Arii
force on 24 September 1973, further increased the me
from twenty-seven to fifty-four.

on 31 August 1965,
Council from eighteen to
Cle, which entered into
mbership of the Council

The amendment to Article 109, which relates 1o the firs
provides that a General Conference of Member States

paragraph of that Article,
for the purpose of
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reviewing the Charter may be held at a date and plade to be fixed by & two-thirds
vote of the members of the General Assembly and by a vote of any nine
members (formerly seven) of the Security Council. Paragraph 3 of Articke 109,
which deals with the consideration of a possible reviely conference during the
tenth regular session of the General Assembly, has been retained in its original
form in its reference to a “vote, of any seven memberk of the Securtty Council”,
the paragraph having been acled upon in 1955 by thg General Assembly, af its
tenth regular session, and by the Security Council.
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4 Human nghtg
Ik E

From Wikipadia, the free encyclopedia

s : e d 1 "
ghts are the same for all people . U

Human rights are moral principles that set specific standards of

human behavior and are usually protected

as legal nights under nalional and international law .| They are considered as
"‘commonly understood inalienable fundamental n'gl#s to which every person
is antitled from the moment of birth, simply because|he is a human

being® ¥ . These include civil and political rights such as the right lo

life and fiberty , freedom of thought and expression | and equality before the
law.""! . Human rights also include economic, social and cultural rights, such
as the right to work , the right to health , the right to focd , the right to
housing , medical care , education and the right to _[Irl--:.n_-al@ in cullure .

Human rights, therefore, are considered international {applied and valid
everywnere) and protect equality (they apply the same to

everyone), The doctrine of human rights has obviou ly influenced
international law as well as national constitutions |, s ite policies and the
action of non-governmental organizations and they dre the comerstone of
public order around the world. According to the idea bf human rights, *if
peacetime public discourse in the world community has a common moral
language, it is that of human rights” .. The strang claims of human rights
doctrine continue to cause greal skepticism and disagreement about the
content, nature and rationale of human rights even t day. Indeed, the
question of whal constitutes a "right” is itself controversial and the subject of
ongoing philosophical debate.

Many of the key ideas that sparked the human rightsimovement were shaped
in the aftermath of World War [l and the atrocities of the Holocaust , and

Human ri
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escalated with the adoption of the Universal Declatation of Human

Rights in Paris by the United Nations General Assdmbly in 1948 . Two years
later, the celebration of World Human Rights Day dn Decembar 10 was
established. The ancieni worldit did not include the concepl of international
human rights. The real forerunner of the human rights debate was the concept
of natural rights, which formed part of the medieval|tradition of Natural

Law espoused during the Enlightenment by philosdphers such as John

Locke , Francis Hulcheson and Jean-Jacqu i, while dominating
the Enalish Bill of Rights. on Rights and the political ideals of

the American and French Revolutions .

The member states of the United Nations . &

These were the foundations from which modem human rights arguments
emerged in the second half of the 20th century [

Because the recognition of the inherent dignity of all members of the human
family and their equal and inalienable rights is the fouridation of freedom, justice
and peace in the world.

— 15l sentence of the Preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of
tha UM . [

All men are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowad with
reason and conscience, and ought to treat each other in a spirit of brotherhood.

— Article 1 of the UN Universal Declaration of Human is .

History of the concept of human rights (£t | edit code

Although ideas of rights and freedom have existed in some form for much of
human history, they do not resemble the modem corlception of human
rights. According to Jack Donnelly, in ancient times "fraditional societies
usually had elaborate and detailed systems of divisioh of duties [..]
conceptions of justice, political legitimacy, human n%lbmng that sought to
realize human dignity, as well as well-being entirely independent of human
nghts. These institutions and practices are more altetnatives than different
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formulations of human rights" ™ . The modem congept of human rights can be

Reformation , alongside the disappearance of feudgl absolutism and

the refigious conservatism that dominated the Middle Ages . One theory is
that human rights developed as a theory during the early modern period,
alongside the European secularization of Judeo - Ohristian ethics. The maost

widely haeid view now is that the concept of human fights was born and
developed in the Westand that, while earlier cultures had important moral

concepts, the concept of human rights generally did not. For example,
Mcintyre argues that there is no word conveying the meaning "right” in any
language before 1400 ",

In ancient Mescpotamia they are witnessed from 2360 BC. about the earliest

legal codes which included to some extent the concept of right. The oldest
surviving legal code is the Neo- Sumerian Code of Ur-Nammus (¢. 2050
BCE ). The best-known set of laws, the Code of Harmimurabi (c. 1780 BCE ),
contained rules—and penallies for breaking the mie*—thai ragulaled a range
of issues such as the rights of women, children, and jslaves | ' | In the

prologues of these codices the Mesopotamia are invpkedgods for the purpose
of divine validation.

The origin of human rights in societies often went fro religious sacred
lexis . The Vedas , the Bible , the Tao Te Ching of Lao Tzu , the Analecls of

Confucius , the teachings of the Buddha T and the Juran are among the

ancient written sources that deal with issues such as|the duties, rights and
obligations of the individual, Similarly, a variety of phiiosophical ideas included
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notions of what could be considered human rights, culminating in the
establishment of democratic polity in ancient Athens (seeAthenian
demc-cra::ﬁ ) ., the polity known in political history as the polity of

equality ™ . Then, for the first time in the history of| humanity, concepls such
as equality, equity, equality and freedom of speech|were practically applied
among all (free) citizens [14 ' . It took more than twé millennia for these
concepts to be projected again, to all people this time, by the American and
French Revolutions 14103

A notable place in the history of human rights Is the Cyrus Scroll of 538 BC. |
which has been described as "the first declaration 4f human rights® in

history 1!, while the oldest legal code in Eurape is the Gortyna

Inscription . The Edicts (Decrees) of Emperor Ashoka of India ( 272 - 231 BC )
are social and moral applications of Buddhist principles . The Canstitution of
Medina of 622 AD , which was compiled by Muhaminad, was a formal
agreement batween the tribes living in Tli‘@g'm and
included Muslims , Jews and pagans '™

L e

S .- i o .l':.': ey -l
The Magna Carta stipulated the unarr:'n !
the people .

Middle Ages [ Edit | edit code |
The English Magna Caria of 1215 """ | a medieval cErter of libarty, played a

or certain legal rights of

particularly important role in the history of English law, but alsa in

modem interational and constilulional law ., But the agna Carta was not a
charter of human rights, but rather only a foundation f them and was a form
of limited poiitically and legally binding agreement to [deal with special political
conditions. In the case of Magna Carta, this was latef recognized during early
modern debales about rights.

One of the earliest historical records of human rightst{: the Statute of

Kalisz (Kalisz) in 1264 , which granted privileges to the Jewish minority in the
Kingdom of Poland, such as protection from discrimi

16th-18th century [ Edit | edit code |

tion and hate speech.
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Many of the modemn laws and most of the modern linterpretations of human
rights come from relatively recent history. The first conception of human rights
Is credited to ideas about natural rights deriving frgm natural law. In particular,
the issue of universal rights was infroduced by Spanish clerics such as
Francisco de Vitoria and Bartholomew de Jas Casds considering the
possibility of extending the rights of indigenous pe ples . In the debate held
in Valladolid , Juan Ginez de Sepulveda, who supported the Aristotelian view
of humanity being divided into different class categories of different valug,
disagreed with Las Casas, who advocated equal rights to freedom from
slavery for all people, regardiess of race or religion| their.

The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citiken , which was ratified by
the French Mational Assembly on August 26, 1 789

The 17th-century English philosopher John Locke mentioned natural rights in
his work, defining them as rights "to life, liberty, and property (real)," and
argued that these fundamental rights cannot be waived from

the social contract , In Britain in 1689, the English Blll of Rights [ ' and the
comesponding Scottish Bill of Rights outlawed a n:}ber of oppressive

govemment actions, while the Virginia Bil of Rightsgf 1776 codified into law a
number of fundamental individual rights and civil libdrties infl uencing later
proclamations. Two major revolutions during the 18th century, one in

the United States ( 1776 ) and one in France ( 1788}, led to the adoption of
the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America and the
French Declaralion of the Rights of Man and of the Gilizen , respectively. , on
the basis of which specific legal rights were granted | These two declarations
were the main source of modern individual liberties #2121

We accept the following truths as self-evident, that all men are created equal, and
are endowed by their Creator with certain inviclable Rights, among which are the
right to Life, the right to Liberty, and the right to the purguit of Happiness,
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— US Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 =

The law should be the same for everyone, regardless of whether it protects or
punishes. Since all citizens are equal before the law, hey can all participate
equally in public offices, pesitions and services accortfing to their abilities and
without any other distinction than that which springs ffom their virtue and talent.

— Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Cilizer), August 26, 1789 2

This was followed by advances in the philosophy of human rights

by philosophers such as the American Thomas Paihe | the English John
Stuart Mill , and the German Georg Hegel during the 18th and 18th

centuries . The term "human rights™ probably came linto being in the pariod
between Paine 's Rights of Man and William Lloyd Garison ‘s writings in The
Liberator newspaper , who wrote that he was trying|to enlist his readers “in
the great struggle of human rights™ /. However, the term had been used by
at least one writer as early as 1742 %

19th century [ Edit | edit code |

In the nineteenth century human rights bacame a céntral issue with the issue
of slavery . A number of reformers, particularly Willigm Wilberforce in Britain
worked to abolish slavery. This was made possible in the British Empire
through the Slave Trade Legislation Act of 1807 and the Slavery Abolition Act
of 1833, In the US, all the northern states had abolidhed the institution of
slavery batween 1777 and 1804, even though the seuthern states clung tightly
to the "peculiar institution.” The conflict and controv rsy over the expansion of
slavery into new territories was one of the causes fof the secession of the
southemn stales and the American Civil War . Duringl the Reconstruction
period that followed the war, several amendments wiere made to

the United States Constitution . These include the 13th amendment abolishing
slavery, the 14th amendment guaranteeing full citi
born in the Uniled Statesand the 15th Amendment,
Americans the right to vote.

20th century

Many groups and movements achleved profound
20th century, in the name of human rights, in Euro
labor unions pushed for laws that guaranteed work
established minimum working conditions, and bann
labor. The women's rights movement succeeded in uring the right to vote
for many women. National independence movements in many countries
succeeded in ousting colonial powers. One of the mdst influential was
Mahatma Gandhi 's movement to liberate his native Ihdisfrom the British
occupation. Movements by long-oppressed racial an religious minorities
have succeeded in many parts of the world, including the African-Amearican
Civil Rights Movement and more recently various idehtity politics movements
on behalf of women and various minarities in the United States,

The establishment of the International Commitiee of the Red Cross . the
Lieber Code of 1864 and the first of the Geneva Conventions also in 1864 laid

ial change during the
and North America |
the right to sirlke,
or legislated child




the foundations of international humanitarian law, which was further
developed after the two world wars,

*I don't know with what weapons the 3rd world war will be fought, but the 4th
will be fought with sticks and stones,” — Alberi Eingtein . The two world
wars cost the death of approximately 80,000,000 p

World wars , the enormous loss of human life and the egregious human rights
abuses that took place during them, were the driving force behind the
development of modern human rights tools. The League of Naticns was
founded in 1919 , during the negotiations for the Trdaty of Versailles that
followed the end of the First World War . The goals of the League of Nations
included disarmament, prevention of war through collective security,
resolution of disputes between countries through negotiation and diplomacy,
and improvement of world welfare. The charter charter provided the mandate
to advance many of the rights later included in theUniversal Declaration of
Human Rights .

In the 1830s and 1940s , human rights were invoked mainly by
conservative Catholics and Protestants ¥ |

Al the 1845 Yalta Conference , the Allied powers agfeed to create a new body
to replace the role of the League of Nations . This was to be the United
Nations . The U.N, has played an important role in international human rights
law since its inception. After the world wars the U.N.|and its members
developed much of the dialogue and legislatures that now constitute
International humanitarian law and international humén rights law.

In Greece [ Edit | edit code |

In Greece, human rights are protected according to the Constitution ( articles
4 1o 25 ), BILIE8 by aleo in the Civil Law (articles 281}286).

——
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Philosophy | Edit | edit code |

The philosophy of human rights tries to examine t
concept of human rights and locks critically at its cbntent and

justification, Multiple theoretical approaches have been developed in an
attempt to explain how and why human rights havd become part of social
expectations. According to Stathis Balia, human rights are "humanity's
greatest moral achievement and the insurmountable value horizon of modemn
liberal democracy” | while some believe that *hyman rights education is so
fundamental to human dignity that soon will constitite the fourth main axis of
elementary education in our culture, between read g. writing and
numeracy™

One of the oldest Western philosophies related to human rights is that they
are part of a natural law and derive from different philosophical or theological
bases, Other theories argue that human rights encode moral behavior, which
is the product of a human social product that develops through a process of
biological and social evolution (related to Hume | . At the same time, human
rights are also described as a sociological model regulation (as seen in the
sociological view and in the work of Weber). Such pproaches include the
idea that individuals in a society accept rules from legitimate authority in
return for advantages in security and economy (as Rawls claims }.ie. a
social contract, The two theories that dominate em human rights debates
are the interest theory and the will theory. Interest theory posits that the
primary function of human rights is to protect and promote specific basic
human interests, while will theory attempts to establish the validity of human
rights based on the unique human capacity for freedom [31 ! |

underlying basis of the
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Friedrich Nigtzsche is among the philosophers who have criticized the idea of
human righis.

Review | Edit | edit code |

Claims about the universality of human rights have led to

criticism. Philosophers who have been critical of human rights include Jaremy
Bentham , Edmund Burke , Friedrich Nietzsche and|Karl Marx . Political
philosophy professor Charles Blattberg argues that the discussion of human
rights, being abstract, prevents individuals from uphblding the values that
rights are supposed to uphold ““ . The Intemet Encyclopedia of Philosophy)
pays special attention to two types of criticism: one that questions the
universality of human rights and one that rejects them for reasons of
objectivity ® . The intemationally renowned legal sdholar Alain Peliet
criicizes the approach through human rights becaude it denies the principle of
sovereignty and how it requires for human rights a pfivileged position amang
the branches of international law [34], while Alain de| Bencist questions the
conditions * human rights regarding the equality of deople 22 . Jurist David
Kennedy has listed realistic concerns and scathing gccusations about human
rights in 2002 in the Harvard Human Rights Journal B2

e
L

Sort [ Edit | edit code |

Human nghts can be classified and organized in many different ways. In the
international field, the most common way of categoriying them is to distinguish
between civil and political rights as well as economic, social and cultural

rights.
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Civil and political rights are mentioned in articles 3lto 21 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights ™ ( UDHR , English: UDHR ) and

the International Covenant on Civil and Political Righis "{ICCPR ,
English: ICCPR ). Economic, social and cultural rights are enshrined in
articles 22 to 28 of the Universal Declaration of Hufman Rights and

the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights ™ ( ICESCR , English: ICESCR ).

These two Covenants, together with the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, constitute the International Covenant on Human Rights " { IHRC ,
English; IBHR ).

Indivisible [ Edit | edit code |

The UDHR contains both economic, social and cult Liral, as well as civil and
political rights, as it is based on the principle that the various rights can only
exist successfully in combination:

The ideal of the free man, who enjoys civil and pﬂditlfii freedom and is freed
[

from fear and misery , can only be achieved if conditidns are created under which
every man can enjoy his civil and political rights, as well as economic . his social

and cultural rights,
— International Covenant on Civil and Political Rightd & International Covenant

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966

This is considered true because without civil and pofitical rights, it is
impossible for society to claim economic, social and! cultural rights. At the
same time, if it lacks a means of livelihood and a fu ctioning framework, the
public cannot claim or exercise civil or political rightd {(known as the full befly

theory ).

The Indivisibility and interdependence of all human ghts have been endorsed
by the 1893 Vienna Declaration and Program of Action:

All human rights are universal, indivisible, interrelated and interdependent, The
International community must treat human rights globally and in an equal and fair
manner, in the same way and with the same emphasi

— Vienna Declaration and Program of Action, World Qonference on Humar
Rights, 14-25 June 1883, Vienna, Austria 4%

(The above statement was again adopted by the 2005 World Summit in New
York. Paragraph 121 &Y

Although accepted by the signatories of the UNCLOS, in practice the majority
do not give equal weight to the different types of righis. Some Western
cultures have more often focused on civil and political rights, sometimes at the
expense of economic and social rights, such as the rlght to work, education,
health and housing. Similarly, Asian and former Soviet bloc countries tend to
prioritize economic, social and cultural rights, but rarely provide civil and
political rights.

Categorize [ Edit | edit code |
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* Poverty is the worst form of violence f - i_'l:'lahatnh Gandhi . What are

the pen-negotiable rghts of a human
being? Prioritizing and classifying human rights is fz

Opponents of the indivisibility of human rights argue
cultural rights are fundamentally different from civil
therefore require entirely different approaches. It is
social and cultural rights are:

L ]

}

Asplrations or goals, as opposed to actual “lagall
Ideologically divisive/political, i.e. there is no co
and should not be granted as a right.

r from an easy task .

that economic, social and
nd political rights and
rgued that economic,

rights.
nsus as to what should

Non-conductive, i.e. their provision or violation cannot be judged by

judicial authorities,
Positive, that is, they require the active provision
opposed to requiring the state to simply avoid rig
Progressively , meaning that enough time is req
implementation,
Resource intensive, i.e. they are expansive and (
Socialist , as opposed to capilalist .
Indefinite, i.e. they cannot be quantified, and it is
they are adequately provided.

of rights by the state (as
is violations).

ired for their

ifficult to provide.

difficult to judge whether

Al the same time, civil and political rights are categonzed as follows:

Real "legal” rights.
Non-ideclogicalinon-political.
Conductive,

FPage |l Lrom 26
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Negatively, that is, the state can simply protect|them without taking action,
Directly, i.e. they can be provided, if the state decides to do so.

Without cost.
Capitalist.
Specifically, that is, their provision is easy to sure and judge.

Olivia Ball and Paul Greedy argue that one can easily find examples of civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights that do not fit the above
categorization. Among many others, they highlight the fact that the
maintenance of a judicial system, which is a fundamental requiremeant of the
civil right to a fair trial before the law and other due process rights, is posilive,
resource-intensive, progressive, vague, while the social right to housing is
concretely conductive and can be a real "legal” right %2 .

Three generations | Edit | edit code |

Karel Vasak offers another view, that of three genefations of human rights:
first-generation civil and political rights {right to life and political participation),
second-generation economic, social and cultural rights (right to maintenance)
and third-generation solidarity rights (right to peace, right to a clean
environment). Of these generations, the third is the bne that is discussed the
most and lacks legal and political recognition. This
to the indivisibility of rights, since it implicitly states
without others. The hierarchyof rights for practical réasons is, however, 3
widely accepted necessity. Human rights expert Philip Allston argues that "If
every element of human rights is deemed essential pr necessary, then
nothing is to be treated as truly important” [ ** and draws attention, along with
others, to the prioritization of rights.

Inviolable human rights | Edit | edit code |

Some human rights are described as ‘'inalienable rights’. The term inalienable
rights (or inalienable rights) refers to "a set of humar rights that are of
fundamental importance, are not granted by human puthority, and cannot be
surrendered.”

International conferences classify as inviolable rights the right o life , the right
lo be free from slavery , the right to be free from lort ire and the right o be
free from retroactive application of criminal laws ™ |

Human Rights Defenders [ Edit | edit cdde |
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CHANTER i THE UNITED XATinns
R
ATRTUTE OF THE
INTER AT AL T ol gy

BN PEARLISCD  bsds

The English version of the Charler of the United Nafions ** and the Statute of
the International Court of Justice ™ . San Franciscd , June 26. 1945  The

remaining, equally authentic, versions
are Arabic , French , Spanish , Chinese and Russia

A human rights defender is someone who individually or tegether with others
acts to promote or defend human rights. Human rights defenders are those
men and women who act peacefully to promote and protect human rights.

International protection [ Edit | edit code ]

In the wake of the atrocities of World War |l , there was increasing concermn
about the social and legal protection of human rightg as fundamenital
freedoms. The establishment of the United Mations and the provisions of iis
Charter provided a basis for a comprehensive system of international law and
practice for the protection of human rights. Since thdn, international human
rights law has been characterized by an interconnecled syslem of
conventions , lreaties , organizations and political actors, rather than any
single entity or set of laws 25

Map of the United Nations [ Edit | edit code ]
Main article: Map of the United Nations

The provisions of the United Nations Charter “% provided a basis for the
development of international protection of human rights ¥ The preamble of
the Charler states that its members "reaffirm faith in fundamental human
rights, in the equal rights of men and women" and Aricle 1.3 of the United
Nations Charter states that one of the purposes of the United Nations is: "to
achieve international co-operation in solving internatipnal problems of an
economic, social, cultural and humanitarian nature, and in promaoting and
encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

b7 44
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without distinction as to race, sex, language, refigion [50] - . Article 55 states
that:

The United Nations shall promate: a) improvement of the standard of living, full
employment and conditions of economic and social rogress and development b)
solutions of international economic, social, health, and related problems c)
international cultural and educational cooperation d) Universal respect and the
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction
as lo race, sex, language, or religion.

Of particular importance is article 56 of the Chartert "All Members undertake
lo jointly and individually, in cooperation with the Organization, achieve the
objectives set out in article 55 [51] - . Thisis a hin?g treaty provision that

applies to both the Organization and its members and has been held to
constitute a legal obligation for United Nations members ¥/ _|n general, the
references to human rights in the Charter are genefal and vague. The Charter
does not contain specific legal rights, nor does it mandate any enforcement
procedures to protect those rights ¥, Nevertheless, the importance of
enshrining human rights within the United Nations Charter should not be
underestimated. The importance of human rights in|the international arena
can be attributed to the importance of human rights|in the context of the
United Nations and the Charter of the United Nations can be seen as the
starting point for the development of a wide range of mechanisms,
declarations, treaties, implementation and enforcemeant mechanisms , United
Nations bodies, committees and reports on the protection of human

rights ¥ _ The rights adopted in the United Nations Charter would later be
codified and finalized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights |
consisting ofUniversal Declaration of Human Rights|™ , the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights "'/ and the In emational Covenant on

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights BT
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"Wt is not a convention ... fIn the fulure it may] become an international Magna
Carta ." " Eleanor Roosevell with the Spanish tex{ of the Universal
Declaration of Human Righis in 1949,

Universal Declaration of Human Rights [ Edit | edit code |
Main article: Universal Declaration of Human Rights

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights { UDHR ) was adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly & in 1548 |, partly in response to the
atrocities of World War Il. Despite the fact that the UNCLOS was a non-
binding resolution , it is now considered by some to|have acquired the force of
customary international law which can be invoked | ﬂp;ln_]‘upﬁat&
circumstances by national and other judicial authorities 22 The UDHR calls
on member states to promote a range of human, civil, economic and social
nghts, considering these rights as part of the "foundations

of freedom , justice and peacein the world". The dedlaration was the first
international legal attempt to limit the conduct of states and to impose on them
obligations towards their citizens according to the d lity of rights and dulies .

.. the recognition of the inherent dignity and equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family, is the foundation of freédom, justice and peace in
the world.., ==

The OHCHR was flanked by members of the Commiission on Human Rights,
chaired by former First Lady Eleanor Roosevell , which began discussing an
International Bill of Rights in 1947. The Commission| members did riot
immediately agree on the form of such a bill of rights, and if ., or how, should
be activated. The Commission proceeded to formulate the ODA and
accompanying conventions, but the ODA soon became a

priority ¥ . Canadian law professor John Humphrey and French lawyer Rene
Cassinwere responsible for much of the transnational research and the
structure of the document, respectively, where the afticles of the declaration
interpreted the general principles of the preamble. The document was
structured by Casen in such a way as to include the basic principles of dignity,
liberty and fraternity in the first two articles, followed in sequence by rights
conceming individuals: rights of individuals in their ralations with each other,
in relation to groups, intellectual, public and political ights, economic, social
and cultural ights, The last three articles place, rding to Cassen, rights in
the context of limits, obligations and the social and pplitical order in which they
are intended to be realized *%, Humphrey and Cassén intended that the rights
in the EULA should be enforceable in some way, as expressed in the third
clause of the preamble = -

Because it is essential that human rights be protected by a regime of law, so thal
man is not forced to resort, as a last resort, to reballion against tyranny and
oppression [56 !

Fart of the OHCHR was researched and drafted by a commities of
international human rights experts, including represeftatives from all
continents and all major religions. and based on condultations with leaders
such as Mahatma Gandhi !}Eg [**!. The addition of divil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights "™ wae based on the asspimption that all human
rghts are indivisible and that different types of rights &re inextricably
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linked. No member state disagreed with this principle (the declaration was
adopted unanimously). However, this principle later suffered significant
challenges B2

The Universal Declaration bifurcated into treaties, an international covenant
on individual and political rights and another on nomic, social and cultural
rights, due o questions about the appropriatenessjand compelence of
economic and social provisions in human rights cofiventions. Both clauses
begin with the right of people to self-determination gnd sovereignty over their
natural resources ® . This debate about whether divil rights are more
fundamental than economic rights continues to thig day.

The drafters of the Pacts originally planned only ong instrument. The original
plans included only civil and civil rights, but economic and social rights were
also proposed. Disagreement over which rights wete basic human rights led
to the existence of two covenants. The debate was whether economic and
social rights express expectation, as opposed to basic human rights, which all
people have solely by virtue of being human, because economic and social
rights depend on wealth and the availability of resodirces. Moreover, unlike
basic human rights which are determined solely by the nature (mental and
physical capacities) of people, the recognition of sotial and economic rights
depends on ideclogy or economic theories. It was ated whether economic
rights were appropriate subjects for binding obligatitns and whether the lack
of consensus on these rights would diminish the validity of political

rights. There was broad agreement and clear recogpition that the means
required to enforce or induce compliance with soci nomic enterprises
differed from the means required for civil rights &)

This debate and the desire for the largest possible number of signatories to
human rights law led to two treaties. The Soviet blo¢ and a number

of developing countries supported the inclusion of all rights in a so-called
Unity Resolution. Both treaties allow states to derogate from certain

rights. Those in favor of a single treaty were unable to gain sufficient
consensus S5

International Treaties [ Edit | edil code |
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"No child should be treated unfairly for any reason, %

In 1966, the International Covenant on Civil and Pdlitical Rights ™ ( ICCPR )
and the International Covenant on _Economic, Socig| and Cultural

Rights ™" ( ICESCR ) were adopted by the United Nations, transforming the
rights contained in the convention of human rights i binding on all states that
have signed the convention, creating human rights Iw.

Since then many other conventions (legislation) have been proposed al the
international level. They are popularly known as dedarations of human
rights. Some of the most important, also known as (including the ICCPR and
ICESCR) “the seven fundamental treaties”, are:

= Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Di
Women ( CEDAW , adopted 1979, entry into fo

» Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of i
Discrimination ( CERD , adopted 1965, entry intd force: 1969) B

= Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities { CRPD , adopted
2006, entry into force: 2008) 571

« Convention pn the Rights of the Child { CRC . a
force: 1988). It is the first global, legally binding,
history B8

= United Nations Convention Against Torture { CA
into force: 1987) 2

+ International Convention on the Protection of the ights of Migrani
Waorkers and Members of Their Families { ICRMW or more
commonly MWC , adopted 1990, entry into force:|2003) 22

ted 1989, entry into
ildren’s rights code in

. adopted 1984, entry




Customary international law [ Edit | edit cdde |

In addition to protection from international conventions, customary
international law may protect some human rights slich as the prohibition of
torture, genocide and slavery , as well as the principle of non-
discrimination
International humanitarian law | Edit | edif code |
Main article: Geneva Conventions

The Geneva Conventions were formulated between 1864 and 1849 as a
result of the efforts of Henrigue Dunant , founder of the International
Committee of the Red Cross . The conventions protected the rights of
individuals involved in armed conflict, and based on the Hague Conventions
of 1889 and 1907, were the first altempt by the intemnational community to
formalize the laws of war and war crimes through a|secular

international law . The conventions were revised as a result of World War

! and reissued by the interational community in 1949 |

Schematic structure of the United Nationg | [Z21T3

United Nations System | Edit | edit code |
Main article: United Nations

The United Nations Charter and multilateral human fights treaties give the
United Nations a mandate and international jurisdiction to implement universal
human rights laws "™ . Human rights issues mainly doncern the Security
Council and the Human Rights Council, which are parts of the United Nations
mechanism. There are also multiple committees within the UN to protect
various human rights treaties, The Office of the High|Commissioner for
Human Rights is the highest body in the field of human rights. The UN has an
international mandate:

To achieve international cooperation to solve internatichal problems of an
economic, social, cultural and humanitarian nature, and to develop and
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encourage respect tor human rights and fundamenta) freedoms for all, without
distinction of race, sex, language or religion,

— Aricle 1.3 of the United Nations Charter

Political Bodies | Edll | edil code
Security Council [ Edit | edil code |

Main article: United Nations secunily Council

The UN Security Council is primarily responsible f maintaining international
peace and security and is the only UN body authorized to use force, He has
been criticized for his inability to prevent human rights abuses such as

the Darfur crisis , the Srebrenica massacre and the| Rwandan

genocide "5 The presence of non-democratic states in the Security Council,
for example, has been for critics the reason for its failure to address these
violations %

On 28 April 2006 , the Security Council adopted Resolution 1674 which
reaffirmed the responsibility to protect populations from genocide , war
crimes , ethnic cleansing and crimes against huma ity , while at the same
time committing its members to take action to protett civilian populations from
armed conflict, COUTELES

The hall of the UN an-._ral g'-"-_.EErany .

General Assembly [ Edil | edit code |
Main article: General Assembly of the United Nalions

The General Assembly of the United Nations has, a cording to Article 13 of
the Charter of the United Nations, the power to initiale studies and make
proposals on issues concerning human rights 2 | The General Assembly is
therefore expected to adopt a number of human rights instruments, the first
being the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 ©Y _Several of its
subsidiary bodies focus on specific human rights issues, such as the Special
Commission on Decolonization and the Special Commission

against Apartheid(now inactive). In addition, it has created several other
subsidiary bodies that deal with human rights issues jn some high-profile
contexts, such as the United Nations Council on Nanjibia , the Special
Commission to Investigate Israeli Practices in the Ocrupied Territories, and
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the Commission on the Exerclse of inalienable rights of the people
of Palestine " |
Human Rights Council [ Edit | edit code |

The United Nations Human Rights Council. establi
Summit to replace the United Nations Commissio on Human Rights, s
mandated to investigate human rights viclations 4% The Human Rights
Council Is an auxiliary body of the General Assembly 2 to which it reports
directly. Il ranks under the Security Council. which |s empowered to interpret
the United Nations Charter ™. 47 of the 191 memijer states participate in the
council and are elected by a simple majority in a sgcret ballot of the General
Assembly. The term of office of the members lasts up to 6 years, but can be
suspended in case of gross viclation of human rights. The Council is based
in Geneva and meets three times a year or more often to respond to urgent
situations 281

The Council maintains independent experts I:J'EI]D:?;EUI'E} who investigate
allegations of human rights violations and deliver reports to the Coundil,

The Human Rights Council can call on the Security| Council to act when such
violations occur, This may involve direct action or sanctions, and the Security
Councl may also refer cases to the International Ciminal Court (ICC) “Z even
If these are outside the ICC's normal jurisdiction. Fdr example, the Security
Council referred human rights violations in Sudan * Darfur to the ICC |
despite the fact that Sudan had a functioning legal

Treaty Bodies | Edil | edit cogde ]

In addition to political bodies, whose mandate deri
the UN has established a number of treaty-based
committees of independent experts that monitor pliance with human rights
norms derived from core human rights treaties, rights. They follow and are
supported by the same condition that created them. |in fact. with the exception
of the Center for Economic and Social Rights established by the resclution of
the Economic and Social Councillto monitor function orginally assigned to
this Covenant body, are theoretically autonomous bodies defined by the
treaties thal oversee and are accountable to the mefmbers who contributed to
those treaties and not to the UN. In practice, howe r, they are closely
intertwined with the United Nations system and are upported by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United Nations Center
for Human Rights [88 |

hed at the 2005 World

ies that include

= The Human Rights Committee promotes participétion in the standards of
the International Covenant gn Civil and Political Rights ™ | The 18
members of the commission express opinions and judgments on individual
complaints against states that have ratified an Ogtional Protocol to the
treaty. Decisions, called "opinions” are not legal binding.

» The Committee on Economic, Social and Culiur Rights monitors
the Intemational Covenant on Economic, Social gnd Cultural
Rights ™™ and comments generally on the parﬁ::j\ance of states that have

ratified il. It will be able to receive complaints agalnst States parties to the
Optional Protocol once it enters into force. It is warth noting that unlike
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other treaty bodies, the economic committee is{not an autonomous bady
responsible for the members of the treaty, but directly subordinate to the
Economic and Social Committee and by extension to the General
Assembly. This means that the Economic Commission faces particular
difficulties as it has relatively "weak" means of enforcement in contrast to
other treaty bodies "=, Commentators note specific difficulties such as:
alleged inactivity of treaty principles, relative lagk of texts and decisions,
reluctance of many states to consider economi¢, social and cultural rights,
relatively few non-governmental organizations sed on the region, and
problems in obtaining relevant information [89 45

' ——

[ o——

Racism has cost the lives of countless innocent peqgple in the past, The United
Nations is working towards its alimination: * ... t discrimination of any

kind, in particular as to race, colour, sex, language, refigion, political or other
apinion, natienal or social origin, property, birth or ahy other situation, » 21

= The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Disdrimination monitors
the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discfimination ** and
organizes regular inspections of states on their gerformance. It can issue
decisions on complaints against countries that allow racial discrimination,
but these are not legally binding. It issues warnings in an attempt to
prevent serious violations of the treaty.

againsi

on of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women 2 | It receives reports from states on their
performance, commenting on them, and issues decisions on complaints
against countries participating in the 1999 Optional Protocol,

« The Committee Against Torture monitors the Uniled Nations Convention
against Torture “% and every four years receives|reports from states on
their parformance, commenting on them. s sub-committee has the ability
to visit and inspect countries participating in the Optional Protocol.

« The Committee on the Rights of the Child monitoys the Convention on the
Rights of the Child ™ and comments on reports submitted to it by states

every five years. It does not have the ability to receive com plaints.

e
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« The Committes on Migrant Workers was established in 2004 and monitors
the United Nations Convention on the Protectian of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Their Relatives ™ and cdmments on state reports
every five years. If ten member states allow it, it can receive complaints.

» The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was eslablished
in 2008 to monitor the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities ™"/, It can receive complaints again$t States parties to the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities.

Apart from the Convention on the Elimination of AlllForms of Discrimination

against Women (CEDAW) which is supported by the Department for the

Advancement of Women, each treaty body receives secretariat support from

the Human Rights Council as well as the Trealies Department of the Office of

the High Commissioner on Human Rights in Genevia, The ECJ once met at

UN headquarters in New York, but now meets mors often in Geneva, like all

other treaty bodies. The Human Rights Commission usually meets in New

York in March.

Regional Human Rights Regimes [ Edit | ddit code ]

Intemational human rights regimes are, in many cages, ‘nested’ within multiple
complex and overlapping local agreements, These egional regimes can be
considered relatively autonomous coherent human fights sub-

regimes *4 _ Three main regional human rights inst iments are evident:

the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights B . the American
Convention on Human Rights ™ (North and South America) and

the European Convention on Human Rights ™ , The latter has defined and
ensured since 1950 human rights and fundamental freedoms inEurope ™ _ Ajl
47 member states of the Council of Europe have sig

ed the Convention and
are therefore subject to the jurisdiction of the Europgan Court of Human
Rights based in Strasbourg

Non-governmental organizations [ Edi | ediit code

l". T '.':":"'.‘" g - 'ﬁ I ; IH-r
i k! "
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Visitors to Athens Pride discuss with members of 3 human rights non-
govermmental organization .
Main article: non-govemmenial organization

International non-governmental human rights organizations such as Amnesty
Intemational , Human Rights Watch , the Intematidnal Agency for Human
Rights and the Intemational Federation of Human fights monitor what they
consider important human rights issues around thel world and promote their
opinion on them. Human rights organizations are seen as "turning complex
international issues into activities for concerned citizens to undertake in their
communities” “*. Often these organizations are enfjaged in promoting
interests on behalf of human rights which they defend by trying to persuade
the United Nations, supranational bodies and national governments to adopt
their human rights policies. Many human rights org anizations, in facl, also
have observer status in the various relevant bodies|of the United Nations. A
recent non-governmental conference on human rights was the Oslo Freedom
Forum (2009) about which the Economist wrotethal it is *on its way to
becoming the equivalent of the Davos economic forum for human rights" while
also noting that human rights advocates are increa singly divided over the
definition of human rights, particularly in relation to fhe Middle East [ 98 !,

Criticism is leveled at human rights organizations that use their position but
stray from their stated goals. Gerald Steinberg, for e xample, an Israeli
academic, argues that NGOs take advantage of the so-called "halo effect”
and are "given the status of impartial moral watchddgs” by governments and
the media [99 | . According to the above criticism, this can be seen at various
levels of government, even when human rights groups testify befora
commissions of inquiry 120

Greece | Edit | edit code ]

The National Commission for Human Rights (HEDA) is an advisory body of
the Greek State in matters of protection and promotion of Human Rights 124 |
while the Hellenic Union for the Rights of Man and Qitizen (HEDAP), founded
in 1936 and year of re-establishment in 1953, it is the oldest non-
governmental human rights protection organization that exists in Greeca U2
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The dropping of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima ang Nagasaki resulted in the
instantaneous death of over 100,000 people. In the Ellwﬂng months, due to
radiation, the number of victims doubled. In the photo a schoolgid rings the
Peace Bell "% in Hiroshima Peace Park .

Violations | Edit | edit code |

Human rights violations occur when actions by state (or non-state) actors
abuse, ignore or deny basic human rights (including lcivil, political, cultural,
social and economic rights). In addition, human rights violations can occur
when a state or non-state actor violates any part of the Universal Declaration
of Human Righis or other intemational human rlght&_‘iaw- With regard to

human rights violations under United Nations law , Article 39 of the United
Nations Charter designates the United Nations Security Council{or other

authorized Authority) as the only court that can detenmine violations of UN
human rights & |
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e
Prisoners in a Nazi concentration camp

Human rights viclations are monitored by United Nations committees, national
organizations and governments, and by many indedendent non-govemmental
organizations, such as Amnesty International " | the International
Federation of Human Rights , "™ Human Rights Watch , [ % the World
Qrganization Against orfure | rﬂ!l_‘u:- Freedom
House organization , " the Intemational Organization for the Exchange of
Information on Freedom of Expression "% and the | iternational Organization
Against Slavery """ These organizations collect evidlence and evidence of
alleged human rights violations and lobby for the implementation of human
rights laws.

Agoressive wars , war crimes and crimes against humanity |
including genocide , are violations of international h manitarian law and are
among the most serious violations of human rights. FZLLIITE

In efforts to eliminate human rights violations, aware ass-building and protest
against inhumane treatment have often led to calls for action and sometimes
improved situations, The United Nations Security Council has mediated with
peacekeepers, and other states and treaties (such ag NATO ) have
intervened in situations to protect human rights,

Multinational companies | Edit | edit code |

Multinational corporations play an ever-in creasing role in the world and are
responsible for many human rights abuses 1% Althbugh the legal and ethical
framework surrounding the actions of governments is reasonably well
developed, that surrounding the activity of multinational corporations is
considered more controversial and not sufficiently cldrified. The primary
responsibility of multinational corporations is to their $hareholders . not to
those affected by their actions. Such corporations can be larger than the
economies of some of the states in which they operate and can wield
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considerable economic and political power. There lare no international
treatiesspecifically covering the conduct of companies with regard to human
rights and national laws vary considerably. Jean Zlegler , Special Rapporteur
of the United Nations Human Rights Commission
n a 2003 report:

The growing power of transnational corporations and the expansion of their
power through privatization, deregulation and withdrawal of the Siate also means
that it is time to develop binding legal rules that will hold corporations within the
framework of human rights and prevent potential abuse of their position of

power 1

In August 2003 the UN Human Rights Commission's sub-committee on the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights issued the draft * Regulations on
the Human Rights Responsibilities of Transnationa Corporations and Other
Enterprises " "% . These were taken into account By the Human Rights
Commission in 2004, but are non-binding and unménitored (26

In the Greek state [ Edit | edit code |

Greece has been accused several times of human rights
violations HITLIELIE]

Right to life [ Edit | edit code |
The right to life is inherent in man. This right must be protected by law. No one
can be arbitrarily deprived of lifg 14 |

The right to life is the essential human right not to be killed by another human
being. The concept of the right to life is central to the discussion of issues of
abortion , capital punishment , euthanasia , seli-defénse and war . According
to human rights activists , the death penalty is a violation of this right 21 The
United Nations has called on states that retain the death penalty to establish a
tribunal to abolish it " . Any state that does not patticipate in this effort is
under significant moral and political pressure.

Freedom from slavery [ Edit | edit code |
Freedom from slavery is internationally recognized E a human right. Article 4

of the Universal Declaralion of Human Rights dictates the following:

No one is allowed to live in total or partial slavery. Slavery and slave trade in any
form is prohibited = :
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In the literary work of the Marguis de Sade, a wide variety of torture is
presented . s

Despite this, the number of slaves today is higher tHan at any other time in
history "# and is estimated at anywhere from 12 i? to as many as 27

million HEELUZELLE | pMost are enslaved by debts owed to creditors, often even
for generations "I . Human trafficking occurs mainly for the export of women
and children to sex industries 131

Groups such as the Amarican Anti-Slavery Group , Free the Slaves and the
British Anti-Slavery International are still working to gradicate slavery in the
world.

Freedom from torture [ Edil | edit code ]

Torture has historically been used as a means of political re-educalion,
interrogation, punishment and coercion . Beyond state torture, individuals or
groups may be motivaled to torture others for reasons similar to those of a
state. But the motivation to torture may come from te need

for sadistic gratification of the torturer, as in the case of Moore's killars .

Torture is prosecuted under international and domestic law in most countries
in the 21st century. They are considered a violation ¢f human rights, and have
been declared impermissible by Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights of the United Nations “*! | The signafpries of the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and Additional Protocols 1 and Bl of June 8, 1977 formally
agreed not to torture prisoners of war, whether international or

domestic. Torture is also prohibited by the United Nations Convention Against
Torture ™! which has been ratified by 155 countries| 2

States unanimously prohibit torture, internationally ad well as in their
territories, as it is immoral and impractical " | Despite these international
conventions, organizations that monitor the abuse of human rights (eg
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Rehabilitation of Torture

Amnesty Intermational, Intermational Council for the
Victims) denounce the widespread use of torture

many regions of the world [135 | . Amnesty Internaional estimates that at

least 81 governments practice torture, some even

Right to a fair trial | Edit | edit code |

Every person has a full right to a fair and public heari
impartial fribunal, for the determination of his rights
charge against him 120

The right to a fair trial has been defined by nume

human Eiﬁhts and all human rights organizations e

article " | The right to a fair trial is one of the mos
significant jurisprudence on the interpretation of th
the differences in wording and positioning of the

international human rights organizations define the i

ig h
valio

IJE is ignored by states in

enly 13

by an independent and
obligations and of any

rous local and
international human rights organizations _ It is one i the most widespread

hrine it in more than one

litigated and there is

man right "*¥ _ Despite
& nghts to a fair trial,
ght to a fair trial in

broadly the same terms " The aim of the right is fo preserve the correct

administration of justice. As minimum requirements

the right to a fair trial

includes the following individual rights during civil and criminal hearings H4 .

The right 1o a trial by a competent, independent
The right to a public hearing.

The right to a reasonable hearing.

The right of defence.

The right of interpretation 141

Right to privacy | Edit | edit code |

According to article 12 of the Universal Declaration
shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his
correspondence, nor ta insults to his honor and rep
right to be protected by the laws from interventions

and impartial tribunal.

f Human Rights: “No one
ivate life, family, home or
tion. Everyone has the

d insults of this

kind Z * According to Article 8 of the Greek Constilution: "The private and

family life of the individual is inviolable,"

The right to private life is a fundamental human ri
related to human dignity "** | while it is also a decisi

ght| because it is directly

factor for other

fundamental human rights, such as the right lo freed of tho
:ﬂ speech

conscience and religion and the right to freedom of

Lgh
[1%}!4-5] [14E]

Right of movement [ Edit | edit code |

Freedom of movement guarantees that the citizen of
cilizen is located has the freedom to travel, reside, a
the slate he chooses, within the limits of respect for t

a state in which that

mdfor work in any part of

he freedom and rights of

others, and to leave and re-enter this State at any time.
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According to human rights every person is free to Believe in any religion they
want, or not believe in any.

Freedom of thought, conscience and religion [ Edit | edit code |
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, eonscignce and redigion. This right
includes freedom to change one's refigion and belief and freedom to manifest
one's religion or belief, individually or in community
private through worship, observance, practice and te

— Article 18 of the Intemational Covenant on Civil and Palitical Rights

Freedom of thought , conscience and religion are cf sely related rights that
protect the freedom of an individual or community, in public or private, to think
and hold their ideological beliefs freely and to manifest their religion or beliefs,
individually or in association with others , through rship, ritual acts, practice
and teaching. The concept is generally recognized tp also include one's
freedom to convert or to believe in no religion ™2 | One's freedom to leave ar
cease membership in a religion or religious group — jn refligious lerms the so-
called " aposlasy™- is also a fundamental part of re gious freedom, as
covered by article 18 of the Universal Declaration ofHuman Rights (148

Human rights organizations, such as Amnesty Interrational , campaign to
protect those arrested and/or imprisoned as prisonefs of conscience because
of their ideclogical beliefs, particularly with regard to|intellectual, political and
artistic freedom of expression and association [149 | In law, the conscience
clause is a provision of law that exempts a healthca professional from
complying with legislation (eg surgical or medical a riion) if it is inconsistent
with their religious or ideological beliefs [150 1

Freedom of speech [ Edit | edil code |
Main ariicle: Freedom of speech

Freedom of speech s to speak freely without being densored . The

term freedom of expressicn is sometimes used as a ynonym, but it includes
any act of seeking, receiving and transmitting information or ideas, regardless
of the medium used. In practice, the right to freedom|af speech is not absolute
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in any country and various manifestations of it are ubject to restrictions, such
as libel , slander , obscenity , incitement to criminal acts , etec.

Freedom of expression is recognized as a human fight in Article 18 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and recognized in international human
rights law and the International Covenant on Civil gnd Political

Rights { ICCPR ). Article 19 of thig Intemnational nant states that
“everyone has the right to hold an opinion uninfluenced” and “everyone has

the right to freedom of expression. This right includes the freadom 1o sesk,
receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers,
either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of of art, or through any

other medium of his choice® [151 ',

Rights to public debate | Edit | edit code |

Events and new possibilities can affect existing rights or create the need for
new ones. Advances in lechnology , medicine , and philosophy continually
challenge the status quo of human rights logic 15 |
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187 children die every hour bsa they do not have access to clean water .
Access to water [ Edil | edit code |

The right to water """ '™ has heen recognized ir) a wide range of
international instruments, including treaties, declaratipns and other
standards. For example, the 1979 Convention on thet Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) requires|member states 1o
ensure for women the right "To &n& adequate living|conditions, in particular
[...] the provision of | ..] of water” 8 The 1989 Corvention on the Riahts of
the Child (CRC) requires states parties to combat diskase and malnutrition
“both by providing nutritious food and clean drinking mer WL
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The clearest definition of the Human Right to Watgr has been given by the UN
Commission on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. This body interpreted
the legal obligations of a State party to the Inlernajional Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) by issuing in 2002 a non-
binding interpretation confirming that access to waler was g prarequisite for
the right to an adequate standard of living and that it is intertwined with the
right to the attainment of the highest atiainable stahdard of health (see
ICESCR Article 11 & 12 '™ ), and is therefore a himan right:

The human right to water provides everyone with the right to sufficient, safe,
acceptable, phﬁicalﬂ?{ and economically accessible water for personal and
domestic use LSS

On July 28, 2010 , the United Nations General mbly declared water and
sanitation as human rights D20 Today, all States Have ratified at least one
human rights convention that directly or indirectly recognizes the right, and all
have signed at least one political declaration that gnizes this right.

March 22 is designated as World Water Day [ 162 1.
Sexual orlentation and gender identification | Edit | edit cdde |

-t
Bume-sex intercourse is illegal. Penalties:

Demth pesalty Disath penalty, mod applicable

Imprasonmes Iprisanmsent, ned applicable '

Eigath under nilitia Dietentivg withoul prosecuiion
Smme-sen intercourse is begal [dentificstion of compourds-

Mfarrinpe * Exirnierritorisl marrage '

Civil uniom or colisbitstion sgreciment  Limated demestic recogmilsm

Linsited foreign recogniiion Chptional ceriification

ol a1 all Limited expression

The rings indicate areas where they work on a case-py-case basis,
! There have been no armests in the past 3 years or a moratorium on the legislation,
% For some jurisdictions the law may not apply,

3 Marriage is not available locally. Some pureedictions apply othey types of partnership.
Main ariicle: LGBT rights in the world




sexual orientation and gender identity based on the right to réspect for private
life and the right not to be discriminated against use of "other status” as
defined in various human rights conventions . such as article 17 and 26 of

the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political

Rights "™ and article 8 and 14 of the Eurapean Cénvention on Human
Rights ™

As of 2011, homosexual behavior is illegal in 76
death in seven countries " The criminalization

sexual relations, especially in countries where the
penalty , is one of the main concems of LGET hu

Other topics include: government recognition of same-sex relationships,
LGBT adoption, sexual orientation and military serice, immigrant equality,
anti-discrimination laws, anti-LGBT violence hate cfime legislation, sodomy

laws, anti - lesbian laws and equal age of consent for same-sex sexual
activity 157 Ilﬂmwm? .

Rights 1o sexual orientation and gender identity refate 1o the expression of
IhE

niries and punishable by
private, consensual, aduit
is @ corporal or death

n rights defendars '™

A global charter on sexual orientation and gender identity rights has been
proposed in the form of the "Yagyakarta Principles| a set of 29 principles
whose authors say they implement the Internationa Human Rﬁ_i‘auts Law
statute, in line with past relevant experiences of LGET people ¥ The
principles of the world map were presented at a United Nations event in New
York on November 7, 2007, which was CO-Sponso
by Argentina , Brazil and Uruguay .

The principles have been recognized and influenceq France's proposed UN
declaration on sexual orientation and gender identity, which focuses on
ending violence, criminalization and the death penally and does not include a

dialogue on same-sex marriage or right of an individual to start a
family VECTALT

This proposal was supported by 67 of the 192 countlies then members of the
United Nations, including all EU member states and fthe United States. An
alternative statement opposing the proposal was initlated by Syria and has
been signed by 57 member states, including all 27 Arab League nations . as
well as Jran and North Korea |17

Copyright | Edit | edit code ]
Reproductive rights are the rights related to reprodudtion and reproductive

health '™ | The World Health Organization defines reproductive rights as
follows:

Reproductive rights are based on the recognition of the{ fundamenial right of all
couples and individuals to decide freely and responsibly the number, spacing and
timing of their children and to have the information and eans to do so, as well
as the right achieve the highest level of sexual and re uctive health, They also
include everyone's right 1o make reproductive decisiond free from discrimination,
coercion and violence,

— World Health Organization 1™
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Reproductive rights were first established as a sullset of human rights in

the 1968 United Nations International Conference fon Human Rights " | The
sixteenth article of the resulting Tehran Declaration states: "Parents have a
basic human right, to freely and responsibly determine the number and
spacing of the births of their children [180] [181

More and mare people around the world are accesding the Internet . 41 |
the photo Mark Zuckerberq , creator of Facebook

Reproductive rights may include some or all of the following rights: the right to
legal or safe abortion , the right of each individual td control their personal
reproductive functions, the right to quality reproductive health care, and the
right to education and access , in order for (individua Is} to make reproductive
choices without coercion, discrimination and '-.-"rﬂJEI'ICF L

Reproductive rights can also be understood to incluge education

about contraception and sexually transmitted infectigns , and freedom from
compulsory sterilization and contraception, protection from gender-based
practices such as female genital mutilation ( chtoridgctomy) and men

( circumcision ) LI TTTEITTET

Infermation and telecommunications technologies | Edit | edit code ]

In October 2009, the Ministry of Transport and Communications

of Finland announced that every person in the counthy would have the
legal right to access the Internat "™ | Since July 20140, the govermnment has
required telecommunications companies by law to offer broadband Internet
access lo every permanent home and office. The connection must be
"reasonably priced” and have a download speed of dt least 1 Mbit/s 128

In March 2010, the BBC , having commissioned a relevant poll , reported that

"almost four in five people around the world believe that access o the Internet
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is a fundamental right "1 *, The poll, conducted by polling firm GlobeScan for
the BEC World Service , gathered the responses of 27,973 adult citizens from
26 countries and found that 79% of adults agreed, pither “strongly” or
"somewhat”, with the statement: "the access to the/internet should be a
fundamental right of all peopla 1281+

Trade [ Edil | edit coda ]

Although both the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Educational Rights
emphasize the importance of the right to work | neither of these documents
explicitly mentions free trade as a mechanism to ensure this of the
fundamental right. And yet trade plays a key role in|providing jobs 2%

Some experts argue that trade is inherent in human nature and that when
governments impede intemnational trade they directly impede the right to work
and the other indirect benefits, such as the right to education, thal are aided
by increased work and investment [ ! . Others haye argued that the ability
lo trade does not affect everyone equally, often groups such as poor villagers,
indigenous people and women are less likely to acdess the benefits of
increased trade [191 !

On the other hand, others believe that it is no longef primarily individuals, but
corporations that trade, and therefore cannot be guaranteed as a human

right "10%3 Eyniharmare, by trying to include so rjany concepts under the
umbrella of what can be considered a human right there is the possibility of
::Iliut'mﬁufts importance. Finally, it is difficult to define fthe nght to trade as either
"fair" " or "just” the fact that the current rade regife creates winners and
losers, but reforming it is likely to produce (different) winners and losers 112

-

1 L T

e 2

One of the human rights in public debate is the right fo bear arms .
Right to bear arms | Edit | edit code ]

The right lo keep and bear arms for defense is descrlbed in the philosophical
and political writings of Aristotle , Cicero , Machiavell| , John Locke
the English Whigs and others ** . In countries with an English common law
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tradition, the long-standing common law right to kdep and bear arms has long
been recognized as pre-existing at common law, even before the creation of
national constitutions [197 |,

Future generations | Edil | edif code |

In 1987, UNESCO adopted the "Declaration on the Responsibilities of the
Present Generation to Future Generations”. The Declaration bagins with the
words:

Considering the will of the peoples, formally defmadi the Charter of the United

Mations, to "save future generations from the scourge of war® and to defend the

values and principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as

well as in other relevant acts of international law,

— Declaration on the responsibilities of the present generation to the future
peneration

Article 1 of the declaration states that “present geneérations have the obligation
to ensure that the needs and interests of present and future generations are
fully guaranteed”. The preamble to the declaration $tates that "at this point in
history, the very existence of humanity and its environment are threatenad"
and the declaration covers a variety of issues, incluting environmental
protection, the human genome , biodiversity , cultural heritage . peace,
development and education,

The preamble recalls that the obligations of present generations towards
future generations have been referred to in various international nstruments,
including the Convention for the Protection of the Cultural and Natural
Heritage (UNESCO 1972), the United Nations Fra '
Climate Change and the Convention on Biclogical Iversity (Rio de Janeiro,
1992), the Rio Declaration on Enviranment and Development (United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development, 199 ), the Vienna Declaration
and Program of Action (World Conference on Hum Rights, 1993) and a
series of United Nations General Assembly resoluti
the global climate for present and future generation

issued since 1990 [198 |,

Relation to other topics [ Edi | edit code]
The environment [ Edit | edit code |

There are two basic conceptions of environmental hliman rights in the current
human rights system. The first is that the right to a h Ithy or

suitable environment is itself a human right (as seen|in article 24 of

the African Charler on Human and Peoples’ Rights ,|and article 11 of the San
Salvador Protocol to the American Convention on hdman rights }mT'he
second conception is the idea that environmental human righls can be derived
from other human rights, usually the right to |ife , the nght to health , theright
to private and family life and the right to property (a ong many others). This
second theory enjoys more extensive use in human fights courts around the
world, as these rights are contained in many human rights instruments.

The onset of various environmental issues. part'pr:.ula:y climate change , has
created potential conflicts between various human rights. Human rights
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fundamentally require a functioning ecosystem and a healthy environment.
bul securing some rights to individuals can harm them, Such as the conflict
between the right to decide the number of cne's o spring and the common
need for a healthy environment, as noted in the " fagedy of the

commans " 4, In the field of environmental rights, the responsibilities of
multinational erganizations , which so far have not been addressed by human
rights legislation, need to be studied 29212031

Environmental riahls primarily revolve around the iglea of the right to a
sustainable environment for both present and futurg generations.

Protest by Amnesty International for Guantanamao , which has been described

as " the Gulag of our time* , =25
National Security [ Edit | edil code ]

With the exception of inviclable human rights {(intemational conventions
classify as inviolable rights the right Lo life , the rightffo be free from slavery ,
the right to be free from torture and the right to be frée from refroactive
application of criminal laws F'Tr}. the United Nations recognizes that human
rights may be limited or even set aside in times of national emergency,
although:

- the emergency must be real, affect the entire population, and threaten the very
existence of the nation. The declaration of emergency ghould also be a last resort
and a temporary measure,

— United Nations =4

Rights that cannot be taken away under any circumstances for reasons of
national security are known as pe remplory rules or jijs cogens . The

obligations of the United Mations Charter are binding|on all Member States
and cannot be modified by Treaty

Examples of national security invocations used to justify human rights
abuses include the persecution of Japanese Americans during Waorld War
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1 =™ | Stalin's Graal Purge ™™ and abuses of the rights of terror suspects by

......

some countries, often in the name of the War on Tlerror 7

Relevance and universality [ £dit | edit code |

N
% F‘

ey T ,_' = ..-.- g .'r
T W MR g
Mo man is superior to you. Or your inferior. All peop

UDHR enshrines universal rights that apply to all pepple equally, regardless of
location, country, race or culture | There is, howeven within academic circles,
disagreement over moral relativity and moral universality 22 _Scholars who
support relativity are not against human rights, but r gnize that they are
socially constructed and that their form depends on cultural and

environmental contexts. Universalist scholars, on the other hand, claim that
human rights have always existed and apply to all regardiess of gender, race,
or religion.

More specifically, those in favor of cultural relativism|advocate the acceptance
of different cullures, which may have practices contr ry to human

rights. Relativists wam that universalism can be used as g Kind of cultural,
economic and political imperialism . An example of | perialism and the
destruction of local cultures justified by the desire to spread Eurocentric
values is the "White Man's Burden" 2™ paﬂicul:leit is often said that the

e are equal

idea of human rights is based on the foundations of | beralism which, although
generally accepted in the states of EHl_'u_‘Ee_ North America and Japan, is not
necessarily the model elsewhere B

Opponents of relativism claim that there are customs|that violate all the rules
of human civilizations. Female genital mutilation |, Fr:ui[;d in various Aslan,
African, and South American cultures, = is a commpn example cited by
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opponents of relativism. No religion explicitly mangates this, but it has

become a tradition in many cultural groups. It is considered by a large part of
the international community to be a violation of th rights of women and girls,
while it has been outlawed in some countries.

Former Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew and

his Malaysian counterpart Mahadir bin Mohamad rgued in the 1980s that
Asian values differ significantly from Western oneq and include a sense of
loyalty and a surrender of individual liberties for th sake of social

stability and prosperity, and therefore authoritaria governments are better
suited to Asia than demaocracy. Lee Kuan Yew arglied that “What Asians
value is not necessarily what Europeans or Americans value, Westerners
value individual freedoms. As an Asian of Chinese descent, my own values
Support a government with honesty, effectiveness and efficiency.” 24

In response to this, some critics have highlighted the potential of cultural
relativism to justify authoritarianism. The Iranian re resentative fo the United
Nations Sajid Rajaee-Khorasani , for example, in 1981 expressed his country's
position on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. saying that the UDHR
is & “secular conception of the Judeo-Christian tradition " . which does not it
can be applied to Muslims without violating Islamic Jaw 13 . The Asian values
argument was criticized by his former deputy Mahadir Anwar Ibrahimwho said
that "To say that freedom is Western or un-Asian islan insult to our traditions
as well as to our ancestors, who sacrificed themselyes in the struggle against
tyranny and injustice”™ as well as by Singapore Dempcratic Party leader

Chee Scon Chuan , who states that it is racist to argue that Asians do not
want human rights, 1217

Proponents of moral universalism claim that the relativists' arguments ignore
the fact that modem human rights are new to all cul res, and did not occur
before the 1948 UNCRC, They state that the UNC was designed by

i . @n American Roman
h Zionist and a

representative of the Arab League , and drew on thi
| relativism as an
argument used exclusively by those who exercise power in cultures that
violate human rights “'71 | This refiects the fact that the difficulty in judging
universality versus relativism lies in who claims to represent a particular
culture. Although the debate on universality or relativity is far from over, it is
an academic debate that focuses on whether international human rights
bodies adhere to the principle that human rights have universal validity. In
2005 at the World Summit, this principle was rea ad by the international
community;

The universal character of human rights and freedoms |s beyond dispute,
— 2005 World Summit, paragraph 120 '),
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Victims of the Armenian Genocide

Genacide (from the Greek words genos + kteino (=t kill } ) is a term of
international law that was established after the Secgnd World War ., i refers to
the systematic persecution of a nation or race with the ulimate goal of thelr
axtinction.

This term literally refers to the concept that has existed since ancient times
and more precisely to one of the most ancient mass| crimes aimed at the
systematic, mostly violent means, intended extermination of an entire race ar
part of it in a certain place.

Genocide can be pursued either by a series of masg murders of all or nearly
all members of a tribe, or by systematic weakening of it (by various means)
until the gradual extermination of the tribe. These viglent means also include a
series of prohibitive measures on national, religious, |linguistic, moral,

historical or other traditions in order to differentiate Cnialter the persecuted
race with the certain loss of its national and racial racteristics over

time. However, the attribution of the term for a specific action, of an organized
nature, involves subjective criteria and in recent yeafs has caused a
difference of opinion several times.

According to Article 2 of the Convention on the Prevention and Suppression of
the Crime of Genocide, Genocide is defined as

" ...any of the following acts aimed at the partial or total annihilation of a racial,
ethnic or religious group, such as:

1. Killing team members

2. Causing serious physical or mental harm to temam members

3. Deliberate imposition of living conditions aimed at the physical
annihilation, total or partial, of members of the group
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4. Imposing measures aimed at preventing births within the group
5. Forcibly transferring minor members of the oup to anocther.”

- Convention on the Prevention and Suppression of the Crime of Genocide,
Article 2 !

It is worth noting that the term Genocide is used ly when the above acts are
the primary goal and core of the political decision. When the primary goal is

different, but the above results as a result of policy, then the term Genocide is
questioned and is often used as policy in internatiohal diplomacy. It is different

from ethnic cleansing . @

Enter the term [ Edit | edit code ]

The term genocide (and by analogy the emerging Greek genocide ) was first
formulated by the Polish lawyer Raphael Lemkin in November 1944 [ in his
book "Axis Rule in Occupied Europe®, referring to the crimes committed by
Germany and its allies in then-occupied Europe. “llemkin's interest in such
crimes began with his studies of the Armenian massacres, and in 1933 he
proposed to the International Congress of Criminal Law the use of the terms
“vandalism” and "brutality”, which was not accepted at the time. In 1944
Lemkin wrote that if his proposals had been accepted then, war crimes could
have been punished (before the war ended). 51

The horror and abhorrence caused throughout the world by the Nazis'
systematic, barbaric attempt at the biological e ination of the Jewish race
during World War |l (from 1942 onwards) prompted the UN General
Assembly to officially declare genocide as a crime punishable

under International Law . Thus, this term became the main indictment term at
the Nuremberg Trials.

A special convention, adopted by the assembly in D
that the perpetrators of such a crime (whether organs of a state, military or
civil servants, or ordinary citizens) should be held rsonally and individually
responsible for that crime and tried by the courts of place where the
crimes were committed or by the intemational court | This principle was
applied in many criminal trials of war criminals, such|as the trial of German
colonel Adolf Eichmann haeld in the State of |srael |

N. Sarandakos claims that the first official use of the term was not in relation
to the Holocaust of the Jews but in relation to the Greek Civil War. It was used
for the first time on 7-3-1948 in a resolution of an intérnational committee that
denounced the kidnapping of Greek children by communists. But the next
appearance of the word was again in relation to the $ame case by ESIEA in
November 1848 when it refused to go to a conference in Budapest. 7

[ Edit | edil code ]

mber 1848 |, stipulated

Holocaust of the Jews (1938 - 1945
Main article: Holocaust

Although at various times warlike and conquering aclions have resulted in the
partial destruction of populations, never has Europe seen the application of so
cold and brutal a plan for the systematic extermination of all those who
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belonged to a certain race, as was the plan devised and carried out
by Hitler 's Germany against the Jewish race .

It should be clarified that racist ideoclogy was not sgmething that first appeared
in Germany with the rise to power of Hitler (although he took it to its extreme
consequences), but had deep roots and solid ideolpgical foundations in
certain currents of German philosophy and historicgl criticism of the 19th
century, from the books of the English-born Ger author Chamberlain

lo Maar 's pamphlets , from Stecker's theories to the racist campaigns of the
magazine Garleniaube , which had inspired the ide of the superiority of the
German race In the people against the other European races. The anti-
Jewishwar until then was tolerated (if not overtly supported) by the
governments of Imperial Germany themselves, if o ly for reasons of
expediency, thus allowing racist theories to find the ground prepared,

Before the war even began, there were six concen
under the jurisdiction of Heinrich Himmier and gua
party (the term S5 comes from the German word
department) and in which about 20,000 opponents
were created in the two years 1940 - 1841 and the
expanded. These camps

were: Auschwitz , Belzen , Buchenwald , Dachau , Foschenberg |, Mauthause
n , Nachsweiler, Neuengame , Ravensbriick , Sach nhausen , Theresiensta
dietc., which left horrible memories. It is estimated that of the approximately
12 million people killed by the countries the Germarls invaded, approximately
& million died in the concentration camps (men, worhen and

children). Organized genocide was carried out by various methods:
extermination by intensive labor and malnutrition, sHootings, hangings,
injections of phenol and other poisonous substance$, or mass extermination
in gas chambers. There were no gas chambers in a|l concentration camps. In
Buchenwald, for example, prisoners were (among other things) subjected to
various experiments as If they were guinea pigs: in Dachau and Ravensbriick
experiments and sterilizations were also carried out

That the final solution of the Jewish guestion, which fascinated the Hitlerites,
was not completed and that the genocidal plans for the Gypsies , Slavs and
other races considered by them to be inferior were anly carried out to a limited
extent, this is only because Hitler's Germany lost thd war, From these crimes
and the mentality that caused them remained the saf list of murderers, the
innumerable testimonies and testimonies and, above all, the extermination
camps, where even today the machinery of death is kept intact. The Gypsies
{ Roma ). in fact, a people without a state organizati i
organization, had no way to denounce their own ge
atrocities.

ion camps operated

ed by the 55 of the Nazi
utzstaffel = protection
the regime. New camps
evious ones were

Controversial allegations [ Edit | edii code
The Great Ukrainian Famine (1932 - 193 [ Edil | edit code |

After the dissolution of the USSR, Ukraine raised issue of recognition of
the Greal Ukrainian Famine of 1932 - 1933 as genodide. On November 28,
20086, the Ukrainian parliament, chaired by Vikior Yushchenko, passed a law
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(Ne 376~V) recognizing the starvation of Ukrainiang as a genocide by the
USSR against the Ukrainian people, while public dmial of itis

prohibited, The Holodomer of 1932 - 1933 (en: Holbdomor | ua: Monogomop)
has been recognized as a Genocide by 14 states ¥ while by the EU and UN
authorities it is characterized as a tragedy or a crime against humanity without
using the term Genocide.

Background: The two years 1932 - 1933 were named by the Soviet Union as
“Agrarian Reform®. The Communist Party of the Soviet Union, in cooperation
with the administration of the Ukrainian SSR, undet the pretext of
collectivization, ordered to confiscate first all grain products from the fields
and warehouses, and then all non-grain products ahd livestock. The
movement of the rural population to the cities was prohibited, The result of the
above was the death from starvation of seven to twelve million people during
five hundred days. The official Ukrainian side talks &bout 3.9 million

deaths. November 25 was designated as a day of remembrance for the
victims of the Great Famine of Ukraine in the years 1932 - 1933,

Other genocides [Edit | edit code |

However, in recent years the issue of genocide hasibeen pointed out by other
peoples besides the Jews. Genocide, for example, Is spoken of by the
surviving indigenous people of the American continent, who were massacred
by the European settlers in the early years of the fofmation of the French-
British colonies in loday's USA |, Canada (mainly) and Australia .

Genocides of Armenians and Greeks [ Efiit | edil code |

However, there are also cases that have caused international

confrontations. Of particular Greek interest are the plaints

of Armenians and Greeks who lived in the Ottoman Empire and claim
recognition of the mass massacres against them by fthe Ottoman gavernment
at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th pentury. Armenians refer
to their extermination by the army of the Young Turks at the beginning of the
last century ( 1915 ) as genocide. The Greek state Has officially recognized
both cases as genocide, while the Turkish stategovernment strongly reacts to
the characterization, claiming that these were internal conflicts. with losses on
both sides, which were actually due to the attempt tq destroy Turkey's
territorial integrity. In 2001 , however, the French National Assembly passed a
resolution recognizing the genocide against the Armenians, prompting
diplomatic protests from Turkey {remember that France has a large minority of
Armenians). Also the Pariament of the Netherands has recoanized in a
decision the genocides of Armenians, Greeks and Agsyrians.

Other complaints [ Edit | edii code )

Morecver, in recent decades, allegations of genocidé have been made in
various cases of either civil or interstate conflicts in lled third world
countries (e.g. Rwanda ), as the state formations th emerged post-war, with
the end of colonialism, often included peoples with a completely different tribal
composition and the rise to power of one or the other tribe entailed fierce
conflicts for dominance. Finally, other complaints, such as the Palestinians in
the occupied Israeli lerritories, the Albanians of Kosono , the Kurds of Turkey
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or the Chechens of Russia, are rather exaggerated characterizations, since,
even if there are massive attacks, the concept of tdtal anninhilation of the
(civilian) population does not entail.
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other uses, see Genocide (disambigwation),
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Genocide is the intentiona] destruction of a peoples in whole or in part. In 1948,

the Linited Nations Genocide Convention defined genocifle as any of five "acts
commutied with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or
religious group.” These five acts were: killing members af the group, causing them
serious bodily or mental harm, imposing living conditionf intended to destroy the
group, preventing births, and forcibly transferring chi out of the group, Victims
are targeted because of their real or perceived membership of a group, not
randomly.=

The Political Instability Task Force estimated that 43 genpeides occurred between
1956 and 2016, resulting in about 50 million deaths. LUNHCR estimated that a
further 50 million had been displaced by such episodes of violence up to

2008. Genocide, especially large-scale genocide, is wi y considered to signify the
epitome of human evil.» As a label, it is contentious beca it is moralizing, and has
been used as a type of moral category since the late 19904«

Etymology
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aphael Lemkin coined the

on the Poles were adopted
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the UN Genocide Convention as its criteria for determining "genogidal intent™

deportees were killed

Members of the Sonderkom r.u:u:,;: e corpses of Jews inf pits at Auschwitz 1I-

Birkenau, an extermination camp.
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Polish lawyer Raphacl |Lemkin coined the term genocidy in his 1944 book "Axis Rule
in Occupied Europe™ combining the Greek word yévge (gencs, "race, people”) with
the Latin suffix -caedo ("act of killing"). /v In "Axis rule”. Lemkin documents his
research of Nazi occupation policies in Europe, and recdrds a case study of

the occupation of Poland. Lemkin asserted that Nazi atrécities agamnst Poles consisted
of five policies which exposed their “intent (o destroy” the Polish nation. These
mcluded i) mass-killings of Poles ii) inflicting "serious ¢ dily or mental harm to
members of the group™ iii) planned deterioration of living conditions "caleulated to
bring about their destruction” iv) implementation of various "measures intended to
prevent births within the group” such as promotion of ghortions, burdening pregnant
women, ctc. v} forced transfer of Polish children to German families, Each of these
five markers, according to Lembkin, revealed the Nazi plan to eliminate the Polish
identity with certainty. These five criteria were adopted py the | 948 Genocide
Convention as its proof for the concept of genocidal intepi.o

Before the term was coined, there had been various wavy of describing such events.
Some languages already had words for such killings, including German

(Volkermord, lit. 'murder of a people”) and Polish (fudobdistwn, it killing of a people
or nation'), s In 1941, when describing the "methodical, mereiless butchery” of
"scores of thousands” of Russians by Nazi troops during the German invasion of the
Soviet Union, Winston Churchill spoke of "a erime withéut a name®” = Lemkin's 1944
book Axis Rule in Occupied Europe describes the implementation of Nuzi policies

in occupied Europe and mentions earlier mass killings. A fier reading about the

1921 assassination of Talat Pasha, the main architect of the Armenian genocide, by
Armenian Soghomon Tehlirian, Lemkin asked his profeskc why there was no law
under which Talat could be charged.~«~ He later explaired that "as a lawyer, |
thought that a erime should not be punished by the victins, but should be punished by
a court, "=

Lemkin defined genocide as follows:

New conceptions require new terms. By "genocide” we njean the destruction of a
nation or of an ethnic group. This new word, coined by the author to denote an old
practice in its modemn development, is made from the ancient Greek word genos (Tace,
tribe) and the Latin cide (killing), thus corresponding in its formation to such words as
tyrannicide, homicide, infanticide, etc. Generally speaking, genocide does not
necessarily mean the immediate destruction of a nation, ekcept when accomplished by
mass killings of all members of a nation. It is intended rather to signify a coordinated
plan of different actions aiming at the destruction of essediial foundations of the life
of national groups, with the aim of annihilating the groups themselves, The objectives
of such a plan would be disintegration of the political and|social institutions, of
culture, language, national feelings, religion, and the ¢ 1c existence of national
groups, and the destruction of the personal security, liberty, health, dignity, and even
the lives of the individuals belonging to such groups. Genbcide is directed against the
national group as an entity, and the actions involved are directed against mdividuals,
not in their individual capacity, but as members of the national group.:

The preamble to the 1948 Genocide Convention (CPPCG) notes that instances of
genocide have taken place threughout history; it was notjuntil Lemkin coined the
term and the prosecution of perpetrators of the Halocgust at the MNuremberg Trials that
the United Nations defined the crime of genocide under lLlTu:_n'la_l_ii_:g_l_‘@M in the
Genocide Convention. - It was several years before the term was widely adopted by
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the international community. When the Nuremberg trialk revealed the inadequacy of
phrases like "Germanization", “crimes against humanity" and "mass murder”. scholars
of international law reached agreement that Lemkin's work provided a conceptual
framework for Nazi crimes. A 1946 headline in The Ve York Times announced that
"Genocide Is the New Name for the Crime Fastened on the Nazi Leaders™:uo the
word was used in indictments at the Nuremberg trials, held from | 945, but solely as a
descriptive term, not yet as a formal legal term. = The sorcalled Polish Genocide
Trials of Arthur Grejser and Amon Leopaold Goth in 1946 were the first trials in which
Judgments included the term_o

Prohibited acts

The Genocide Convention establishes five prohibited acts that, when committed with
the requisite intent, amount to genocide. Although mass -style killings are the
most commonly identified and punished as genocide, the range of violence that is
contemplated by the law is significantly broader.

Killing members of the group

While mass killing is not necessary for genocide to have been committed, it has been
present in almost all recognized penocides. A near-uniform pattern has emerged
throughout history in which men and adolescent boys arg singled out for murder in the
carly stages, == guch as in the genocide of the Yazidis by Daesh,= the Ottoman
Turks' attack on the Armenians,» and the Burmese securfty forces” attacks on the
Rohingya.= Men and boys arc typically subject to "fast” illings, such as by
gunshot.« Women and girls are more likely to die slower| deaths by slashing, buming,
or as a result of sexual violence.»: The junisprudence of the International Criminal
Tnbunal for Rwandsa (ICTR), among others, shows that both the initial executions and
those that quickly follow other acts of extreme violence, guch as rupe and torture, are
recognized as falling under the first prohibited act. -

A less settled discussion is whether deaths that are further removed from the initial
acts of violence can be addressed under this provision of the Genocide Convention,
Legal scholars have posited, for example, that deaths re ting from other genocidal
acts including causing serious bodily or mental harm or the successful deliberate
infliction of conditions of life calculated to bring about physical destruction should be
considered genocidal killings. =

Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the
group Article II(h)

This second prohibited act can encompass a wide range of non-fatal genocidal

acts.= The ICTR and [nternational Criminal Tribunal for the former

Yugoslavia (ICTY) have held that rape and sexual violence may constitute the second
prohibited act of genocide by causing both physical and mental harm, In its

landmark Akayesu decision, the ICTR held that rapes and sexual violence resulted in
"physical and psychological destruction”, = Sexual violence is 3 hallmark of genocidal
violence, with most genocidal campaigns explicitly or implicitly sanctioning it~ It is
estimated that 250,000 to 500,000 women were raped in the three months of the
Rwandan genocide, many of whom were subjected to mul iple rapes or gang rape. o In
Darfur, a systemic campaign of rape and often sexual mutilation was carmied out and
in Burma public mass rapes and gang rapes were inflicted pn the Rohingya by
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ted in the Armenian genocide
di.=

Burmese security forces, - Sexual slavery was docum
by the Ottoran Turks and Daesh’s genocide of the Yaz

committed with the requisite intent, are also genocide b causing serious bodily or
mental harm to members of the group. The ICTY found that both experiencing a
failed execution and watching the murder of one's family members may constitute
torture.»« The Syrian Commission of Inquiry (CO1) alsol found that enslavement,
removal of one's children into indoctrination or sexual sfavery, and acts of physical
and sexual violence rise to the level of torture, as well. While it was subject to some
debate, the ICTY and, later, the Syrian COI held that [ S0Mme circumstances
deportation and forcible transfer may also cause serious odily or mental harm, =

Deliberately inflicting on the group conditians of life caleulated to
bring about its physical destruction

WS

The U.S. federal government promoted hison hunting for) various reasons, including
as a way of destroying the means of survival of Plains In@ians to pressure them to
remain on Indjan reservations -

The third prohibited act is distinguished from the genocidal act of killing because the
deaths are not immediate {or may not even come 1o pass)y but rather create
circumstances that do not support prolonged life. Due tq the longer period of time
before the actual destruction would be achicved, the ICTR held that courts must
consider the duration of time the conditions are imposed 4s an element of the act.« In
the 19th century the United States federal government s“;;“m:d the extermination of
ns in the Great Plaing relied pn as a source of food. This

bison, which Natjve Americar
was done for various reasons, primanily 1o pressure them ento reservations during
times of conflict. Some genocide experts describe this as example of genocide that

involves removing the means of survival -

The ICTR provided guidance into what constitutes a violation of the third act. In
Akayesu, it identified "subjecting a group of people to a sabsistence diet, systematic
expulsion from homes and the reduction of essential medigal services below
minimum requirement” as rising to genocide. In Kayishama and Ruzindana, it
extended the list to include: “lack of proper housing, clothing, hygiene and medical
care ar excessive work or physical exertion” ameng the itions. = It further noted
that, in addition to deprivation of necessary resources, rape could also fit within this
prohibited act sswsma
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Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group
See also: € anplsory stecilization

The fourth prohibited act is aimed at preventing the profected group from regenerating
through repreduction. It encompasses acts affecting reproduction and intimate
relationships, such as involuntary stenlization, forced sportion, the prohibition of
marriage, and long-term separation of men and women intended to prevent
procreation. Rape has been found to violate the fourth| prohibited act on two bases:
where the rape was committed with the intent to impregnate a woman and thereby
force her to carry a child of another group {in societies where group identity is
determined by patrilineal identity) and where the perso raped subsequently refuses o
procreate as & result of the trauma » Accordingly, it can take into account both
physical and mental measures imposed by the perpetratars,

Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group
See also: Forced assimilation

The final prohibited act is the only prohibited act that ddes not lead to physical or
biological destruction, but rather to destruction of the growp as a cultural and social
unit. o« It occurs when children of the protected group arg transferred to the perpetrator
group. Boys are typically taken into the group by changing their names to those
common of the perpetrator group, converting their religipn, and using them for labor
or as soldiers.~ Girls who are transferred are not genera ¥ converted to the
perpetrator group, but instead treated as chattel, as playved out in both the Yazidi and
Armenian genocides.

Crime
Pre-criminalization view

Before genocide was made a crime against national law, it was considered a sovereign
right. When Lemkin asked about a way to punish the perpetrators of the Armenian
genocide, a law professor told him: "Consider the case of a farmer who owns a flock
of chickens. He kills them and this is his business, If you|interfere, you are
trespassing."= As late as 1959, many world leaders still ‘|believed states had a right to
commit genocide against people within their borders”, according to political

scientist Douglas Irvin-Frickson. =

!nternaﬁnnal law
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an genocide vichims

After the Holocaust, which had been perpetrated by Nazi
during World War II, Lemkin successfully campaigned f

Crenmany prior to and

r the universal acceptance

of international laws defining and forbidding genocides. In 1946, the first session of
the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolutign that affirmed genocide
was a crime under international law and enumerated exa yples of such events (but did
not provide a full legal definition of the crime). In 1948, the UN General Assembly
adopted the Comvention on the Prevention and Prunishment of the Crime o

Crermoe il

(CPPCG) which defined the crime of genocide! for the first time.»

Genocide is a denial of the right of existence of entire human groups, as homicide is
the denial of the right to live of individual human beings: such denial of the right of

existence shocks the conscience of mankind, results in
form of cultural and other contributions represented by
contrary to moral law and the spirit and aims of the Unite
of such crimes of genocide have occurred when racial. re
groups have been destroyed, entirely or in pan.

—UN Resolution 96¢1), 11 December 1946

at losses to humanity in the
s¢ human groups, and is

d Nations. Many instances

igious, political and other

The CPPCG was adopted by the UN General Assembly

9 December 1948« and

came into effect on 12 January 1951 (Resolution 260 (1110, It contains an

mternationally recognized definition of genocide which

national criminal legislation of many countries and was a
Statute of the International Criminal Court, which establi
Criminal Court (ICC). Article II of the Convention define

been incorporated into the
adopted by the Rome

wed the International

b genocide as:

- amy of the following acts committed with intent to destioy, in | whale or in part,

a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:

{a) Killmg members of the group;
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of

he group;

(¢} Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to brin g about its

physical destruction in whole or in part;
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within th

e group;

(¢} Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group,

Incitement to genocide is recognized as a separate crime u

an ichoate cnime which does not require genocide to have
prosecutable. =

hder international law and
taken place to be




The first draft of the convention included political killi

removed in a political and diplomatic compromise follo
diverse countries, and originally promoted by the Worle
Congress and Raphae] Lemkin's conception, with some
emphasizing in literature the role of the Soviet Union,
secunty Council member, The Soviets argued that the
follow the etymology of the term, . and Joseph Stalin |
greater international scrutiny of the country's political kill

!
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» these provisions were

ing objections from many
holars popularly

permanent United Nations
vention's definition should
particular may have feared

ings, such as the Grea

Purge.= Lemkin, who coined genocide, approached the Soviet delegation as the

resolution vote came ¢lose to reassure the Soviets that t
them; none in the Soviet-led bloc opposed the resoluti

Was N0 Conspiracy against
which passed unanimously

in December 1946, Other nations, including the Unite States,* feared that

inchuding political groups in the definition would invite
domestic politics.

By 1931, Lemkin was saying that the Soviet Union was
indicted for genocide, his concept of genocide, as outlin

termational intervention m

¢ only state that could be
in Axis Rule in Occupied

Europe, covering Stalinist deportations as genocide by default, and differing in many
ways from the adopted Genocide Convention. From a 21 t-Century perspective, it was

such a broad coverage that it would include any grossly
genocide, and that many events deemed by Lemkin geno
genocide. As the Cold War began, this change was the
cOmmunism in an attempt to convince the United States
Comvention, =

Intent

Under international law, genocide has two mental (mens

mental element and the element of specific intent (dofies |
element refers to whether the prohibited acts were comm
recklessness, or negligence. For most serious internation
genocide, the requirement is that the perpetrator act with {
defines intent as meaning to engage in the conduct and, in
meaning to cause that consequence or being "aware that i
course of events® =

The specific intent element defines the purpose of commi
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious £

uman rights vielation as
idal did not amount to

ult of Lemkin's turn to anti-
ratify the Genocide

ea) elements: the general
ecialis). The general

with intent, knowledge,
crimes, including
ntent. The Rome Statute
relation to consequences, as

{ will oceur in the ordinary

ting the acts: "to destroy in
bup, as such”. The specific

intent is a core factor distinguishing genocide from other international crimes, such as

WAr CTImes of crimes against humanity,eesea
“Intent to destroy™
Muain article: Genocidal inieni

In 2007, the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) n
on Jorgic v. Germany case that, in 1992, the majority of |
narrow view that "intent to destroy” in the CPPCG meant

biological destruction of the protected group, and that this

qt:d in its judgement

gal scholars took the
he intended physical-
was still the majority

epinion. But the ECHR also noted that a minority took a broader view, and did not

consider biological-physical destruetion to be necessary,
national, racial, religious or ethnic group as a social unit
genocide,

the intent to destroy a
enough to qualify as
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In the same judgement, the ECHR reviewed the judgemients of several interational
and municipal courts. It noted that the Inigmational Crigyinal Tribuna for the former
Yugoslavia and the International Court of Justice had a with the narrow
interpretation (that biclogical-physical destruction was Secessary for an act to qualify
as genocide). The ECHR also noted that at the time of its judgement, apart from
courts in Germany (which had taken a broad view), that{there had been few cases of
genocide under other Convention stales' municipal laws| and that "There are na
reporied cases in which the courts of these States have defined the type of group
destruction the perpetrator must have intended in order o be found guilty of
genocide, "o

In the case of "Onesphore Rwabukombe®, the German F deral Court of
Justice adhered to its previous judgement, and did not follow the namrow interpretation
of the ICTY and the IC) =

“In whole or la part"

The phrase "in whole or in part® has been subject to much discussion by scholars of
international humanitarian law.* In the Ruhashyankiko geport of the United Nations it
was once argued that the killing of only a single individual could be genocide if the
intent to destroy the wider group was found in the murder - vet official court rulings
have since contradicted this, The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia found in Prosecutor v. Radislav Krstic = Trial Chamber I — Judgment —
IT-98-33 (2001) ICTYS (2 August 2001)» that Genocide had been committed,

In Prosecutor v. Radislay Krstic — Appeals Chamber — Jydement — IT-98-33 (2(14)
ICTY 7 (19 April 2004}~ paragraphs 8, 9, 10, and 11 addressed the issue of jn

part and found that "the part must be a substantial part of that group. The aim of the
Genocide Convention is to prevent the intentional destruétion of entire human groups,
and the part targeted must be significant enough to have 4 impact on the group as a
whole." The Appeals Chamber goes into details of other ¢ases and the opinions of
respecied commentators on the Genocide Convention to explain how they came to
this conclusion,

The judges continue in paragraph 12, "The determination|of when the targeted part is
substantial enough to mect this requirement may involve i number of considerations.
The numeric size of the targeted part of the group is the npcessary and important
starting point, though not in all cases the ending point of the inquiry. The number of
individuals targeted should be evaluated not only in absoliite terms but also in relation
to the overall size of the entire group. In addition to the nymeric size of the targeted
portion, its prominence within the group can be a useful chnsideration. If a specific
part of the group is emblematic of the overall group or is essential to its survival, that
may support a finding that the part qualifies as substantial| within the meaning of
Article 4 [of the Tribunal's Statute],"su-

In paragraph 13 the judges raise the issue of the perpetratc
"The historical examples of genocide also suggest that the
activity and control, as well as the possible extent of their zach, should be
considered. ... The intent to destroy formed by a perpetratar of genocide will always
be limited by the opportunity presented to him. While this|factor alone will not
indicate whether the targeted group is substantial, it can—{n combination with other
factors—inform the analysis, "=

A national, ethnic, racisl or religions group”

2" access to the victims:
area of the perpetrators’
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The drafters of the CPPCG chose not to include political or social groups among the
protected groups. Instead, they opted to focus on "stable!” identities, attributes that are
historically understood as being born into and unable orjunlikely to change over time,
This definition conflicis with modern conceptions of as a social construct rather
than innate fact and the practice of changing religion, etg.

International criminal courts have typically applied a mik of objective and subjective
markers for determining whether or not a targeted populbtion is a distinet group.
Differences in language, physical appearance, religion, cultural practices are
objective criteria that may show that the groups are distinet, However, in
circumstances such as the Rwandan genocide, Hutus Tutsis were often physically
indistinguishable ==

In such a situation where a definitive answer based on objective markers is not clear,
courts have tumed to the subjective standard that "if a vigtim was perceived by a
perpetrator as belonging to a protected group, the victim icould be considered by the
Chamber as a member of the protected group”.~ Stigmatization of the group by the
perpetrators through legal measures, such as withholding citizenship, requiring the
group to be identified, or isolating them from the whole ¢ould show that the
perpetrators viewed the victims as a protected group.

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide

The convention came into force as international law on 12 January 195) after the
minimum 20 countries became parties. At that time howdver, only two of the five
permaneni members of the UN Security Council were pafties to the treaty: France and
the Republic of China. The Soviet Union ratified in 1954 the United Kingdom in
1970, the People's Republic of China in 1983 (having replaced the Taiwan-hased
Republic of China on the UNSC in 1971), and the United States in | 988 s

William Schabas has suggested that a permanent body as{recommended by

the Whitaker Repont to menitor the implementation of the Genocide Convention, and
require states to issue reports on their compliance with the convention {such as were
mecorporated into the United Nations Optional Protocel td the Convention agains
lorture ), would make the convention more effective &

UN Security Council Resolution 1674

UN Secunty Council Resolution 1674, adopted by the Uni
Council on 28 April 2006, "reaffirms the provisions of
2005 World Summit Outcome Document regarding the

Nations Secunty
phs 138 and 139 of the

iibility to protect
populations from genocide, war crimes, eihnic cleansing 4nd crimes against
humanity” .~ The resolution committed the council to actipn to protect civilians in
armed conflict.«

In 2008 the UN Security Council adopted resolution ] 820 which noted that "rape and

other forms of sexual violence can constitute war crimes, frimes against humanity or
a constitutive act with respect to genocide™ =

Municipal law

Main article; Genocide under municipal laws
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Since the Convention came into effect in January 1951 about 80 United Nations
member states have passed legislation that incorporated the provisions of CPPCG into
their municipal law =

Other definitions of genocide
See also: Genoc e ﬂ:‘:i'{.lfm B

Writing in 1998, Kurt Jonassohn and Karin Bjormson stpted that the CPPCG was a
legal instrument resulting from a diplomatic cumpmmi;:. As such the wording of the
treaty is not intended to be a definition suitable as a resdarch tool, and although it is
used for this purpose, as it has international legal credibjlity that others lack,

other genocide definitions have also been proposed. They go on to say that none of
these alternative definitions have gained widespread sugiport, o they postulate that the
major reason why no generally accepted genocide definftion has emerged is because
academics have adjusted their focus to emphasise differént periods and have found it
expedient to use slightly different definitions. For examy le, Frank Chalk and Kurt
Jonassohn studied all human history, while Leo Kuper a Ludalph

Rummel concentrated on the 20th century, and Helen Fain, Barbars HarfT, and Ted
Gurr looked at post-World War 11 events. =

Yehuda Bauer, has argued that the present definition is problematic, contending that
many of what are usually called genocides were not racis Ily motivated. Bauer gave
the Rwandan Genocide, where, Baver argued, both the perpetrators and victims were
of the same ethnicity, as an example. He argued that, bedause of this discrepancy,
“clearly, the existing definition of genocide is madequate and needs to be altered, "

Political and social groups

The exclusion of social and political groups as targets of g
definition has been criticized by some historians and socih
Hassan Kakar in his book The Soviet Invasion and the Afg
1982 argues that the international definition of genocidd is too restricted, » and that
it should include political groups or any group so defined by the perpetrator and

quotes Chalk and Jonassohn: "Genocide is a form of one-kided mass killing in which
a state or other authority intends to destroy a group, as that group and membership in
it are defined by the perpetrator." In turn some states sud
as Ethiopia,= France,~ and Spain= include political groups as legitimate genocide
victims in their anti-genocide laws.

enocide in the CPPCG legal
ogists, for example, M.
han Response, 1979

ss-Wendt argue that the
ersion of the Genocide

Some academics such as MNorman Naimark and Anton We
exclusion of political and social groups in the final 948
Convention was a consequence of Soviet lobbying. Though social and political groups
were mentioned in initial drafis of the Convention, the Sovier Union would not agree
to become a signatory, unless they were omitted. === The United Nations Office on
Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect states that the definition of
genocide reached in the Convention was the "result of 4 ne gotiating process and

reflects the compromise reached among United Nations M ber States "

Harff and Gurr defined genocide as "the promotion and ex tion of policies by a
state or its agents which result in the deaths of a substantial portion of a group ...
[when] the victimized groups are defined primarily in terms of their communal
characteristics, i.c., ethnicity, religion or nationality”,»» Hagff and Gurr also
differentiate between genocides and peliticides by the charpeteristics by which
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ides, the victimized groups are
istics, i.e., ethnicity, religion or
marily in terms of their

and dominant

members of a group are identified by the state. In gen
defined primarily in terms of their communal charac
nationality. In politicides the victim groups are defined
hierarchical position or political oppesition to the regi
groups.~ Daniel I3, Polsby and Don B. Kates, Ir. state that "we follow Harff's
distinction between genocides and 'pogroms', which descnibes as 'short-lived
cutbursts by mobs, which, although often condoned by quthorities, rarely persist’. If
the violence persists for long enough, however, Harff arfues. the distinction between
condonation and complicity collapses. "w=

According to Rummel, genocide has three different m ings. The ordinary meaning
is murder by the govemment of people due to their natianal, ethnic, racial, or religious
group membership. The legal meaning of genocide refer to the intemnational treaty,
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment af the Crime af

Genacide (CPPCG). This also includes non-killings thatfin the end eliminate the
group, such as preventing births or forcibly transferring ¢hildren out of the group to
another group.

Highlighting the potential for state and non-state actors tb commit genocide in the
21st century, for example, in failed states or as non-statelactors acquiring weapons of
mass destruction, Adrian Gallagher defined genocide as "When a source of collective
power (usually a state) intentionally uses its power base fo implement a process of
destruction in order to destroy a group (as defined by the|perpetrator), in whole or in
substantial part, dependent upon relative group size'~ THe definition upholds the
centrality of intent, the multidimensional understanding ¢f destroving, broadens the
definition of group identity beyond that of the 1948 definition vet argues that a
substantial part of a group has to be destroved before it cin be classified as genocide.

Other proposed definitions of genocide include social
g:nder: !"‘:R_u-ﬂl '.“.jent'd !E:F_HI 0T H‘-‘I'HJ-I:F idﬁ]’ltiﬂ’." Wil

Democide

Democide, & term devised by American political scientist Rudolph Rummel, describes
"the intentional killing of an unarmed or disarmed person by govermment

agents acting in their authoritative capacity and pursuant fo government policy or high
command "=+ Thig definition covers any murder of anyl number of persons by any
govemment, =~ including government mandated forced Idbor, concentration

camps, gxirajudicial summary killings, civil wars, and maks deaths due to government
neglect such as government induced famines like Holodognor. =~ Rummel estimates
that in the 20th century, democide resulted in over 262 million deaths, ~

Holocaust historian Yehuda Bayer agreed with Rummel
appropriale term in more cases to describe mass atrocities
more inclusive definition of democide versus genocide, =

at democide was a more
than genocide due to the

Transgender genocide
Main article: Transgender genocide

In 2013 some international trans activists introduced the tdrm ‘transcide” to describe
the elevated level of killings of trans people globally, A caalition of NGOs from
South America and Europe started the "Stop Trans Genocide” campaign, =« The
term "trancide” follows an earlier term, gendercide o= Legal scholars have argued that
the definition of genocide should be expanded to cover sgender people, because
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they are victims of institutional discrimination, persecution, and violence.: Brian
Knitz argued that existing law should be extended to pratect transgender

people. = Similar arguments have been made regarding extending the legal definition
of "crimes against humanity. "~ Aside from legal studies, transgender penocide has
been examined by scholars of queer studies, hate studie$, and other fields, =

International prosecution
By ad hoc tribunals

EMNupn Chea, the Khmer Rouge's
chief ideologist, before the Cambodian Genocide Tribunkl on 5 Decemnber 2011

All signatories to the CPPCG are required to prevent an punish acts of genocide,
both in peace and wartime, though some barriers make this enforcement difficult. In
particular, some of the signatories—namely, Bahrain, Bapgladesh, India, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Singapore, the United States, Vietnam, ¥ emen, and former
Yugoslayia—signed with the proviso that no claim of gesocide could be brought
against them at the Intemational Court of Justice without|their consent. = Despite
official protests from other signatories (notably Cyprus and Norway) on the ethics and
legal standing of these reservations, the immunity from piosecution they grant has
been invoked from time to time, as when the United Statds refused to allow a charge
of genocide brought against it by former Yugoslavia follg wing the 1999 Kosovo

It is commonly accepted that, at least since Warld War 1] penocide has been illegal
under customary international law as a percmptory narm, las well as

under conventional international law, Acts of genocide arg generally difficult to
establish for prosecution because a chain of accountahility must be established
International criminal couns and tribunals function primarily because the states
imvolved are incapable or unwilling to prosecute erimes of this ma gnitude

themselves, fome s
Nuremberp Tribunal {1945-1946)
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The Nazi leaders who were prosccuted shortly after Wor

d
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War II for taking pari in

the Holocaust, and other mass murders, were charged undler existing jnigrnational

laws, such as crimes against humanity, as the crime of “genocide’ was not formally
defined until the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide (CPPCG). Nevertheless, the recently coined tcﬂm- appeared in

the indiciment of the Nazi leaders, Count 3, which stated that those charged had

"conducted deliberate and systematic genocide—namely 1
and national groups—against the civilian populations of ¢
order to destroy particular races and classes of people, an
groups, particularly Jews, Poles, Gypsies and others.”

Intermational Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslasia (19912017
See also: Bosnian penocide and | ist of Bosnian genocide

3

Victims

The term Basnian genocide is used to refer either to the ki

the 19921995 Bosnian Wat

In 2001, the [pternational Criminal T ribunil for the Forme
Judged that the 1995 Srebrenica massacre was an act of 2ol
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the ICTY's earlier finding that the massacre in Srebrenica and Zepa constituted
genocide, but found that the Serbian government had nop participated in a wider
genocide on the territory uf Bosmia and Herzegovina duning the war, as the Bosnian
govermment had claimed.

Om 12 July 2007, European Court of Human Rights when dismissing the appeal

by Mikola Jorgic against his conviction for genocide by @ German court (o gic v
Creymany) noted that the German couris wider interpretalion of genocide has since
been rejected by international courts considering similar|cases,«»ow» The ECHR also
noted that in the 21st century "Amongst scholars, the majority have taken the view
that cthnic cleansing, in the way in which it was carried put by the Serb forces in
Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to expel Muslims and Croats from their homes, did
not constitute genocide, However, there are also a considerable number of scholars
who have suggested that these acts did amount te genocitle, and the ICTY has found
i the Momcilo Krajisnik case that the actus reus of gendcide was met in Prijedor
"With regard to the charge of genocide, the Chamber found that in spite of evidence
of acts perpetrated in the municipalities which constitutef] the actus reus of
genocide™

About 30 people have been indicted for participating in genocide or complicity in
genocide during the early 1990s in Bosnia. To date, afier several plea barpains and
some convictions that were successfully challenged on two men, Vujadin
Popovié and LjubiSa Beara, have been found guilty of '
Tolimir has been found guilty of committing genocide and conspiracy to commit
genocide, and two others, Radislav Krstic and Drago NiKoli¢, have been found guilty
of aiding and abetting genocide. Three others have been found guilty of participating
in genocides in Bosnia by German courts, one of whom Nikola Jorgié lost an appeal
against his conviction in the European Count of Human VT ghts. A further eight men,
former members of the Bosnian Serb sccurity forces were found guilty of genocide by
the State Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina (See List of Hosnian genocide

progecutions).

Slobodan Milodevic, as the former President of Serbia and of Yugoslavia, was the
maost senior political figure to stand trial at the ICTY, He|died on 11 March 2006
during his trial where he was accused of genocide or complicity in genocide in
territories within Bosnia and Herzegovina, so no verdict was retummed. In 1995, the
ICTY i1ssucd a warrant for the arrest of Bosnian Serbs Raflovan Karad?i¢ and Ratko
Miadic on several charges including genocide, On 21 July 2008, Karad®i¢ was
arrcsted in Belgrade, and later tried in The Hague accused of genocide among other
crimes.« On 24 March 2016, Karad#i¢ was found guilty pf genocide in Srebrenica,
war crimes and crimes against humanity, 10 of the 11 charges in total, and sentenced
to 40 vears” imprisonment. oo Mladi¢ was arrested on Eﬁny 2011 in Lazarevo,
Serbia, " and was ried in The Hague. The verdict, delivered on 22 November 2017
found Mladic guilty of 10 of the 11 charges, including genocide and he was sentenced

to life imprisonment.i=
International Criminal Tribemal far Bwanda (1994-present )
See also; Rwandan gpenocide
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Photographs of Rwandan genocide victims displaved at the Genocide Memonial
Center in Kigali

The [ntemationsl Criminal Tribunal for Rwands (ICTR) #s a court under the AUSpices
of the United Nations for the prosecution of offenses committed in Rwands during

ICTR was created on 8 November 1994 by the Security Council of the United Nations
in order to judge those people responsible for the acts ar4mucid: and other serious
violations of the international law performed in the territary of Rwanda, or by
Rwandan citizens in nearby states, between | January and 31 December 1994,

5o far, the ICTR has finished nineteen trials and convicted twenty-seven accused
persons. On 14 December 2009, two more men were accused and convicted for their
crimes. Another twenty-five persons are still on trial. Twdnty-one are awaiting trial in
detention, two more added on 14 December 2009, Ten arg still at large.»« The first
trial, of Jean-Paul Akayesu, began in 1997, Akayesu was fhe first person ever to be
convicted of the crime of genocide. In October 1998, Akalesu was sentenced to life
imprisonment. Jean Kambanda, interim Prime Minister, pleaded guilty.

Trials for deeds committed during the Rwandan genocide have also occurred in
national courts, including Désiré Munvancza, who in 2 became the first man to be
arrested and convicted in Canada on charges of war crimeg and crimes against
humanity, and Yvonne Niagyobatabara Basebva, who i) 2013 became the first

Dutch citizen to be convicted for incilement to genocide.:

Extrasrdinary Chambeers in the Conrts of Cambadis {from 2003)




Rooms of the Tuol Slepg Genogide Museum contain tho
Khmer Rouge of their victims.
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. The total number of

The Khmer Rouge, led by Pol Pot, Kang Kek Tew, 'I_.z"dPlLL and other leaders,

organized the mass killing of ideologically suspect grou
victims i§ estimated at 1.7 million Cambodians between
deaths from slave labour,

On 6 June 2003 the Cambodian government and the Unit
agreement to set up the Extraordinary Chambers in the C
which would focus exclusively on crimes committed by t
Rouge officials during the period of Khmer Rouge rule o
were sworm in early Tuly 2006, 0w

The genocide charges related to killings of

estimated to have been killedis

The investigating judges were presented with the names «
genocide on 18 July 2007,

G975 and 1979, including

pd Nations reached an
wiris of Cambodia (ECCC)
he most senior Khmer
[ 1975-1979.0= The judges

f four suspects charged with




crimes, crimes against humanity on 15 September 21
June 2011 and ended on T August 2014, with a |
crimes against humanity, =

K hieu Samphan, a former head of state, was indicted
crimes, crimes against humanity on 15 September 20
June 2011 00 and also ended on 7 August 2014, wi
crimes agamst humanity. '

leng Sary, a former foreign minister, was indicted on
crimes, crimes against humanity on 15 September 20
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Nuon Chea, a former prime minister, was indicted og charges of genocide, war

[}, His tral started on 27
fe sentence imposed for

on charges of genocide, war
10. His trial began on 27

h a life sentence imposed for

charges of genocide, war
10. His trial started on 27

June 2011, and ended with his death on 14 March 200 3. He was never

convicted.
leng Thinth, a former manister for social affars and

ife of leng Sary, was

indicted on charges of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity on 15

September 2010. Proceedings against her were sus
evaluation o= n September 2012, she was released

complications of the disease.-=
By the International Criminal Court

Since 2002, the International Criminal Court can exerciss
courts are unwilling or unable to investigate or prosecute
“eourt of last resort,” leaving the primary responsibility 1
alleged criminals to individual states. Due to the United

ded pending a health
from prison due to
L 2015 at the age of 83 from

 its jurisdiction if national
genocide, thus being a

p exercise jurisdiction over
biales concems over the [CC,

the United States prefers to continue to use specially con
for such investigations and potential prosecutions

Darfur, Sudan
Main article: War in Darfur

A mother with her sick baby at Abu Shouk IDP camp in

yened nternational tribunals

Morth Darfur
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There has been much debate over categorizing the situation in Darfur as

genocide. . The ongeing conflict in Darfur, Sudan, whic started in 2003, was
declared a "genocide” by United Stales Secretary of Statg Colin Powell on 9
September 2004 in testimony before the Scnate Foreign Relations Committee, Since
that time however, no other permanent member of the UN Security Council has done
s0. In fact, in January 2005, an International Commission of Inquiry on Darfur,
authorized by UN Security Council Resolution 1564 of , 1ssued a report to the
Secretary-General stating that "the Government of Sudan has not pursued a policy of
genocide. " Nevertheless, the Commission cautioned thit "The conclusion that no
genocidal policy has been pursued and implemented in ur by the Government
authorities, direcily or through the militias under their coptrol, should not be taken in
any way as detracting from the gravity of the crimes p ted in that region.
International offences such as the crimes against humanity and war crimes that have
been committed in Darfur may be no less serious and hei

In March 2005, the Security Council formally referred the situation in Darfur to the
Prosecutor of the Intemational Criminal Court, taking infio account the Commission
report but without mentioning any specific crimes."= Twg permaneni members of the
Security Council, the United States and China, abstained|from the vote on the referral
resolution.»= As of his fourth report to the Security Coungil, the Prosecutor has found
"reasonable grounds to believe that the individuals identified [in the UN Securnity
Council Resolution 1593] have committed crimes agains] humanity and war crimes,”
but did not find sufficient evidence to prosecute for genogide. -

In April 2007, the Judges of the ICC issued arrest w againsi the former
Minister of State for the Interior, Ahmad Harun, and a Militia Janjaweed leader, Ali
Kushavh, for crimes against humanity and war crimes.»=

On 14 July 2008, prosecutors at the International Crimingl Court (1CC), filed ten
charges of war crimes against Sudan's President Omar alyBashir: three counts of
genocide, five of crimes against humanity and two of murder. The ICC's prosecutors
claimed that al-Bashir "masterminded and implemented 4 plan to destroy in
substantial part" three tribal groups in Darfur because of their ethnicity,

On 4 March 2009, the ICC issued a warrant of arrest for Al Bashir, President of
Sudan as the ICC Pre-Trial Chamber I concluded that his position as head of state
does not grant him immunity against prosecution before the ICC. The warrant was for
war crimes and crimes against humanity. It did not include the crime of genocide
because the majority of the Chamber did not find that the prosecutors had provided
enough evidence to include such a charge » Later the detision was changed by the
Appeals Panel and after issuing the second decision, against Omar al-Bashir

include three counts of genocide =

Examples
Main article: Genocides in histpry

Far a more :.'amprfﬁ-e’ﬂsfw list, see List of penocides,
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el POWs held

Maked Sovi by the Nazis in Mauthausen co

centration camp. Political

scientist Adam Jones wrote; "[TThe murder of at least 3.3
of the least-known of modern genocides; there 15 still no

subject in English.”
The concept of genocide can be applied to historical even
the CPPC( states that "at all periods of history genocide
humanity.” Revisionist attempis to challenge or affirm ¢l
in some countries. Several European countries ban the de

million Soviet POWSs is one
[ull-length book on the

ts, The preamble of

has mflicted great losses on

pims of genocide are illegal
jual of the Holocaust and

the denial of the Armenian gepocide, while in Turkey ref]
eenocide, Greek gepecide, and $ayvjo, and to the penod o
the Greai Famine of Mount Lebanon affecting Maronites

prming to the Anmenian
f mass starvanon dunng
as genocides may be

Historian William Rubinstein argues that the origin of 2
traced back to the collapse of the elite structure and nom
parts of Europe following World War I, commenting:

-century genocides can be
modes of government in

The "Age of Totalitarianism' included nearly all of the infpmous examples of genocide
in modern history, headed by the Jewish Holocaust, but also comprising the mass
murders and purges of the Communist world, other mass killings carried out by Nazi
Germany and its allies, and also the Armenian genocide gf 1915, All these slaughters,

it is argued here, had a common ornigin, the collapse of t

elite structure and normal

modes of government of much of central, eastern and southern Europe as a result of

the First World War, without which surely neither Comm

unism nor Faseism would

have existed except in the minds of unknown agitators and crackpots.

According to Esther Brito, the way in which states commit genocide has evolved in

the 2151 century and genocidal campaigns have attempteg
systems designed to prevent, mitigate, and prosecute gen
duration, intensity, and methodology of the genocide. B

genocides often happen on a much longer time scale than
years or decades - and that instead of traditional methods
less directly fatal tactics are used but with the same effec

o circumvent international
eide by adjustng the

o states that modern
traditional ones - taking

of beatings and executions
. Brito described the

contemporary plights of the Rolungva and Uyghurs as e
genocide. o« The abuses agaimst West Papuans in Indones
as a slow-motion genocide, =

mples of this newer form of
a have also been described
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Stages, risk factors, and preventio
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Main articles: Ten stages of genocide, Risk faciors for gdnocide, and Genpgide

e ERIEN

Study of the risk factors and prevention of genocide was
1982 International Conference on the Holocaus! and Ge

rway before the
wide during which multiple

papers on the subject were presented. In 1996 Circgory)
of Genocide Walch, presented a briefing paper called "

Stanton, the president

!Iie £ Stapges of Genocide™ at
the United States Department of State.» In it he suggested that genocide develops in

eight stages that are "predictable but not inexorable” s

The Stanton paper was presented to the State Department, shortly after the Rwandan

Genocide and much of its analysis are based on why that
preventative measures suggested, given the briefing pape
were those that the United States could implement direct
influence on other governments, === In 2012, he added
stages, discrimination and persecution s

genocide occurred. The

i's original target audience,
v or indirectly by using its
two additional

Biage Charscteristics Preventive measures
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i ! ] | divissoms,"
B —
| “When combined with hatred,
r R | symbols may be forced apon | *To conbat lizsion, bhate symbods can be legally
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. : ; : Al this stage, oply rapid ard overahelming armed
9 | ki nmﬁuﬂ ;Z:ﬂftﬂl::' imervendian canjstop penocide. Real safe areas or
Extermination | = - m”“ b refugee cscape cprridors should be established with
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{18 "The perpedrators... deny that they "The responss 10 denial is punishment by an
Dhenial committed any crimes. " internatienal iribunal of national courts®

Other authors have focused on the structural conditions Iﬁding up to genocide and
1

the psychological and social processes that create an evo

ion toward genocide, Ervin

Staub showed that economic deterioration and political c
were starting points of increasing discrimination and vio
genocides and mass killing. They lead to scapegoating a
identified that group as an enemy. A history of devaluati
the victim, past violence against the group that becomes
psychological wounds, suthoritarian cultures and politic
of internal and external witnesses (bystanders) all contri
violence develops into genocide. Intense conflict betw
becomes intractable and violent can also lead to genocid
Moses criticised genocide studies due to its "rather poor

prfusion and disorganization
nce in many instances of
and ideologies that

of the group that becomes
perpetrator leading to
systems, and the passivity
te to the probability that the
n groups that is unresolved,
s In 2006, Dirk

ord of ending genocide”




